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We are listening.
We are responding.
We are delivering HOPE.
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7.2 MAGNITUDE HAITI EARTHQUAKE

FALL 2021

“Each week Agape Flights visits Les Cayes, Haiti with scheduled cargo for 
our missionary affiliates.  Rarely do we see another plane on the ramp 
or in the pattern, but that all drastically changed on August 14 when 
a magnitude 7.2 earthquake shook the mountains in Southwest Haiti.  
This small, quiet airstrip turned into the center for the relief efforts for 
countless organizations to provide medical support, search and rescue, 
relief supplies and many other services.  The airport fences that normally 
only attracted two or three kids calling, “Hey you!” were now lined with 
children and adults requesting help.  Medical staff ran around the ramp 
begging pilots to take patients back to Port Au Prince for more extensive 
treatment than they could provide locally.  There was constant noise as 
both airplanes and helicopters landed and took off accomplishing their 
own individual missions.  

The scene was heartbreaking and yet amazing.  Truthfully, I went into all 
of this knowing much work was ahead, but beyond that, did not have 
too many expectations.  Even with news about Afghanistan and later 
Hurricane Ida overshadowing the events happening in Haiti, the response 
was massive. 

Thank you to all who kept us in your prayers and provided financially 
and materially.  At no time did I as a pilot have to worry about 
whether or not we had the funds to complete a flight.  We continually 
had supplies to fly and fuel to put in the planes.  God sovereignly 
provides and uses His people to accomplish His purposes.  We give 
Him praise even through all of the devastation and headaches 
that accompanied this time.  We ask you to pray for our missionary 
affiliates who continue to deal with the long term affects in their local 
communities. “

Michael Felts joined Agape 
Flights in October of 2020 
as a mechanic and pilot.  
This was Michael’s first 
disaster relief response 
and he was made for 
it!  It’s certainly a change 
from his previous position 
as a Corporate Pilot for a 
privately owned company, 
but God clearly has a plan 
and a purpose for Michael.  

Earthquake 
relief snapshot 
on pages 4-5 >>
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From the ceo

10,000 Blessings….

All of us have those moments of recall when something catastrophic happens. Days, months, 
and even years later we can remember where we were and what we were doing when the event 
took place.  On Saturday, August 14, I was sitting in my home watching the morning news when 
my mobile phone began to vibrate and then the newscaster announced that a 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake had hit Haiti.

Immediately, I began texting Agape Flights staff leadership to assess what they were hearing from 
our mission partners.  Simultaneously I began to text and telephone missionaries in the affected 
areas.  One of the first I reached by telephone was Debbie Wray.  Her description of the devastation 
was unimaginable.

Following the conversation, I paused.  I sensed at that moment I needed to drop everything and 
kneel down by my chair to pray.  I opened by Bible and began to read from the book of Psalms 46 
where it says, “So we will not fear when earthquakes come and the mountains crumble into 
the sea.  Let the oceans roar and foam.  Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge!”  
Verse 11 is one of my favorites, “Be still, and know that I am God!  I will be honored by every 
nation.  I will be honored throughout the world.”  

Drop everything, be still, and know that I am still God!

While preparing to meet the Agape leadership team at the hangar that afternoon, I suggested to 
my wife that we needed to ask everyone to pray!  At the same time, our communications manager, 
Abby Duncan, was calling the Agape family to prayer!  All forms of our first communication asked 
people to cover us, our missionaries, and the entire nation of Haiti in prayer.

Philippians 4:6-7 ESV 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

After many relief flights, encouragement trips, medical transports, and so much more, we continue 
to go because you give and we continue to hold on to hope!  A hope, not in a rope, but in a Savior 
and Lord who provides opportunities like these to supply the needs of the saints and to share the 
unconditional love of Jesus Christ!

On a personal note, it has been a high honor and privilege to go to Haiti twice since the earthquake. 
To sit down and pray with our mission partners.  To strategize and then assist them.  To encourage 
them and to walk with them.  To meet and minister to, the hurting, the hopeless, and the helpless.  
To see a glimmer of hope light up their eyes understanding that they are not alone, and that the 
amazing agape love of Christ gives them reason to hold on!

Thank you for your overwhelming support in this effort!  Thank you for enabling us to go and please 
continue to pray as we press forward in listening, responding, and delivering the message of Agape!

 

Agape Flights and Hope Fleet continue to work together to restore 
Ebenezer Baptist Church and bring hope to the community of 
Sweetings Cay, Grand Bahama after Hurricane Dorian wreaked 
havoc on the island.  

When COVID restrictions eased, we were able to utilize previously 
donated Bahama Relief funds to fly in teams to assess damage, 
come up with a plan, and begin work to restore the church and 
mission house.

We are thrilled to report that:

•	 The church and mission house now have new roofs!
•	 Agape was able to send a team in conjunction with Sunshine 

Electrical Services to replace all of the electrical in the 
church and mission house

•	 Tri-County-Air provided and installed new AC in the church 
and mission house

•	 A volunteer team was transported by Agape to hang all new 
drywall in the mission house

•	 25 new windows were donated and installed by PGT Industries
•	 In addition to the substantial financial investment of our 

business project partners and Hope Fleet, Agape has 
provided team transportation and nearly $69,000 into this 
community church that will continue to share the love and 
care of Jesus for generations to come.  The people of Sweetings 
Cay can raise their “Ebenezer” (stone of hope) of the 
new buildings as a remembrance of God’s faithful 
help and provision.

For more information, videos, and updates on 
the project visit agapeflights.com.

Agape is truly blessed with the best pilots, donors, and volunteers 
and Kory Elleby happens to be all three!  As the owner of Sunshine 
Electrical Services in Venice, Florida, Kory works hard to juggle his 
role as a business owner and commitment to Agape - doing it all 
with excellence.

Kory has had a large part in the Ebenezer Baptist church project 
- from donating his time (and a crew member’s time), resources, 
and even flying teams over - he even has the battle wounds 
(about 100 mosquito bites) to prove it!  Thank you Kory!

http://www.agapeflights.com
http://www.agapeflights.com
mailto:info@agapeflights.com
mailto:communications@agapeflights.com
https://sunshinevenice.com/
https://tcsportcharlotte.com/
https://www.pgtwindows.com/
https://tricountyair.com/
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Agape Flights 2021 Haiti Earthquake Response Report (8/14/21 – 10/14/21) 

In response to the August 14th 7.2 magnitude Haiti earthquake, 747 donors (311 of which are first time donors 
to Agape!) have contributed $403,477.61 to Agape’s Haiti Earthquake 2021 Relief Fund.  This outpouring of 
generosity allows us to listen to the needs, respond through logistical efforts, and deliver HOPE!

Thank you for helping us meet the challenge to deliver thousands of pounds of relief supplies through: 

•	 Direct flights from our hangar in Venice, Florida    Even in the midst of two tropical storms, Agape 
was able to deliver 3,000 pounds of medical supplies, tarps, solar lights, food, and water merely 36 hours 
following the earthquake. As of October 14, Agape had made 12 direct relief flights while maintaining 
regular cargo and mail service to our mission partners. 

•	 Contracted flights  Agape contracted a freight forwarder to fly 41,252 lbs of requested relief supplies 
to Haiti.  Agape planes and pilots then shuttled the supplies to missionaries in Les Cayes and Jeremie – the 
two hardest hit areas.  This allowed for the most efficient use of Agape’s resources.   

•	 Shuttle flights  As of October 14, Agape planes and pilots made 29 shuttle flights. Agape’s aircraft and 
pilots have been stationed several days at a time in Haiti to shuttle people, patients, and supplies collected 
from other parts of the island.  It’s been a beautiful story of God’s people working together – missionaries in 
northern Haiti and the Dominican Republic collecting supplies, mission aviation groups working together, 
and people doing whatever they can to help save lives.  

•	 In country purchases   Purchasing needed supplies in Haiti helps their economy and speeds the delivery 
process to where it’s most critical.  283,000 lbs of rice, beans, cooking oil, and soap were purchased and 
distributed in country, as well as $5,000 worth of medical supplies and medicines.  Agape CEO, Allen Speer, 
made two trips to assess needs, purchase items, help with distribution, and extend encouragement.  

2021 Haiti Earthquake Fund Report (As of 10/14/2021)

Donations: $403,477.61

Expenses:
$216,860.22 - Transportation
$  91,475.08 -  Purchase of Provisions (medicine, medical supplies, rice, beans, cooking oil, soap)
$        355.43 - Miscellaneous Supplies  

$308,690.73 - Total Expenses

$94,786.88  - Balance available to fund continued relief efforts

O                   n the morning of Saturday, August 14, a 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake struck the southwestern portion of Haiti. The tremor 
was felt across the island of Hispaniola and as far away as Jamaica. 

The earthquake resulted in more than 2,200 deaths, 12,200 injuries, 
and 650,000 in need of assistance according to reports, but we know 
there are many more that are still unreported. Homes, bridges, and 
roads collapsed – including a portion of the main road from Les Cayes to 
Jérémie.  The bridge over the Grande-Anse River, at the entrance to Jérémie, 
is unpassable by truck, which has made Agape’s direct flights into Les 
Cayes and Jérémie essential to getting aid in the hands of people who 
need it.  

This earthquake really “hit home” because Agape serves 100 affiliated 
missionary families who live in the region of Haiti where the quake 
leveled homes, hospitals, clinics and businesses. Some of the 
missionary compounds were destroyed or badly damaged, but the good 
news is, although shaken to the core, only a few of Agape’s missionary 
partners experienced injuries and received the treatment they needed.

The earthquake came at a time when Haiti is experiencing a multitude of 
humanitarian and political crises – COVID-19, a hunger crisis, political 
fallout, and the recent assassination of their President.  On top of all of this, 
Haiti experienced a direct hit from Tropical Depression Grace overnight 
on August 16.

Because of you, Agape was poised to respond quickly – ensuring 
the first flight of relief was delivered on August 15, just before Grace swept 
through.  Mission partners were extremely thankful for the tents and 
tarps on the flight as they themselves and the communities they serve rode 
out the storm outside of their homes – still in fear of aftershocks. 

Since that first relief flight, many hearts and hands have worked together 
to deliver hope, help, and healing to Haiti.  Thank you!  
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“Without Agape Flights we wouldn’t get all these supplies! Thanks to our partners for the donations and thanks Agape Flights 
for flying over supplies!” - Haiti Bible Mission 

“They [45 kids in orphanage] were so thankful and excited to receive some supplies and food from you all! You, Agape, are helping us make a difference to those around us in this 
time of dire need. So we here at Goserv Global, thank you from the bottom of hearts. We love doing ministry here in Haiti with you!” - Brittany and Ferlain Timothé 

Note: There are so many amazing stories of Agape love in action that we simply can’t fit into a newsletter, but we do try to share the stories we know of through our social media.  You don’t 
need a Facebook account to see our feed...simply search “Agape Flights Facebook,” scroll, and praise God with us!

https://www.facebook.com/agape.flights/
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This year our “Agape seasons” changed abruptly from humming through the sizzling 
summer to an immediate season of disaster response.  No matter how quickly the 
seasons change, Agape is amazingly blessed to have donors and partners who 
transition right with us to meet the needs.  Thank you for making immediate 

disaster response possible in addition to our regular mission flight service.  Your giving makes it all possible through 
every season.  Even the unexpected ones.  

No matter what season we find ourselves in, God is there.  There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity 
under the heavens. Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Recently, missionary affiliates in Les Cayes, Haiti, Daryl and Debbie Knobloch, wrote a “September Status” update that shared 
an authentic peek into their lives, ministry through agriculture, and outreach to area farmers.  In one section they wrote how 
they had “plowed, chiseled, and leveled farm ground, planted corn and grasses, chopped and packed corn silage, cut and 
baled braicharia grass, dug out and then replaced natural cactus fencing, tested, bottled and delivered milk, fed and watered 
cattle (and watered again and again) (remember it is HOT)…utilized the cattle misters, kept an eye on the current corn test 
plot which is getting battered by army worms, fixed tractors, welded cracks in the plow and harrow, fixed fence to keep cows 
from escaping, fixed a refrigerator, shelled corn, ground corn, led tour groups, laid out plumbing for our new milk processing 
room addition, and poured the concrete floor in the same room.”  

And then they shared this…”Sometimes we need to just focus on our blessings.  
This month God presented us with sunny days and just enough rain to keep things 
green.  He steered quite a few hurricanes away from our little island, gave us the 
necessary parts to fix tractors just before the corn needed to be chopped, presented us 
with three absolutely delicious refreshing watermelons, and furnished us with a spare 
tire which we really needed and had been unable to find. 

One day I was thinking to myself, ‘Oh how absolutely delicious a cool, crisp, and juicy 
apple sounds!’  A few days later, we were surprised when Agape Flights delivered us a 
box of fruit, a gift someone had sent us!  And yes, that evening I was able to bite into a 
wonderfully cool, crisp, and juicy apple!” 

Each sweet Ebenezer, I have in review, confirms his good pleasure to help me 
quite through.  John Newton

A sweet reminder from our missionary affiliates, Daryl and Debbie, “We must take care 
to not let the weight of our burdens snuff our sense of awe and wonder as God moves 
through our lives.” 

Thank you for joining Agape Flights in every season.  Your giving and God’s 
blessings make it all possible.  Together we raise our Ebenezer, remembering God’s 
faithful help and provision.  
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Praise, Pray & Plan with us...
Missionary Thanksgiving Dinner Project: The Missionary 
Thanksgiving Dinner Project is near and dear to our hearts.  We 
love being able to engage with you, the community, and the 
missionaries in a time of Thanksgiving, love, and shared blessings.  
This is a great way to say “thanks” to the saints who serve, sacrifice, 
and give so much for the sake of Christ and others by flying in 
“tastes of home” to enjoy for Thanksgiving dinner.  

We will begin flying turkeys and fixin’s in November.  For more 
information on how you can help give the missionaries a 
Thanksgiving that’s really “pumpkin to talk about” see the back of 
Flightline and visit the Agape Flights website.  We are so grateful 
for our Thanksgiving Flight Sponsor - Regulator Marine, Inc.

Find Agape at ICOM - International Conference on Missions 
in Richmond, VA – November 18-21, 2021.  We will be at booth 
215. This is a great opportunity for us to connect with current and 
future mission partners and keep current in the missions world.

November 30, 2021 is Giving Tuesday, a global day of giving.  
Help kick start the charitable year-end giving season with a gift in 
support of Agape Flights.

Saturday, March 5, 2022- SAVE THE DATE for PIE IN THE SKY, 
Agape Flights’ annual open hangar.  Enjoy pizza PIE, dessert PIE, 
and learn how and why we fly  11:30am-2pm.

We’re calling all superheroes for this year’s Pie in the Sky...It’s a 
bird...It’s a plane...it’s SUPER PIE!  If you would like to help us 
prepare for a SUPER successful event here are some ways you 
can help:

•	 Stay tuned for event sponsorship opportunities
•	 Donate SUPER items for our online auction.  Call and/or email 

Carole Leman, Director of Donor Relations & Development at 
941.488.0990 or DevelopmentDirector@agapeflights.com to 
coordinate these donations.

Praise God - Agape Flights is now set up as a non-
governmental organization (NGO) in the Dominican Republic.  
This is a process that we have been working through for a while in 
order to best serve our Dominican mission partners and continue 
ministry in the DR.

April 26-27, 2022, noon-noon, SAVE THE DATE for the 
Sarasota Community Foundation’s 24 hour Giving Challenge.  
This virtual event provides unrestricted MATCHING funds for 
Agape Flights and other local non-profits.  

Giving update

Share love this 
season...
Ways to give financially:
Mail (use the enclosed envelope) 
Phone 941-488-0990  
Online at www.agapeflights.com

To make a gift to assist with current 
needs, please specify General Fund 
(where funds are needed most) or 
Aircraft Fund.

For gifts of stock, annuities, 
IRA, beneficiary of an 
insurance policy or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape 
Flights,Inc. EIN # 59-2057436

 

News & Notes

Since our last update we've
survived two tropical storms, two
apartment floods, lost chapels,

bad backs, not so itsy bitsy
spiders, stolen car mirrors, a visit
by the TIME president and more.
We've also see God working and

His kingdom growing! And to think
this was all in just one month. 
In all this, God was praised

and we continue to be amazed
at the great things he does!

Day after day, his mercies and
miracles never cease!

 
"Because of the Lord's great

love we are not consumed, for
his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning,
great is your faithfulness."

 
 Lamentations 3:22-23 

Praise God that we get to serve nearly 
300 mission partners in the Caribbean, 

impacting millions of lives!  

"Love is a fruit in season at
all times, and within reach 
of every hand.” 
                 – Mother Teresa

Seasons...

{

http://www.agapeflights.com
mailto:DevelopmentDirector@agapeflights.com
http://www.agapeflights.com
https://www.agapeflights.com/missionary-thanksgiving-dinner-project/
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FLIGHTLINE

2021 Missionary 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
Project 

    Let’s give ‘em 
 pumpkin 

      to talk about 

With gratitude to Agape’s 
Thanksgiving  ight sponsor, 

Regulator Marine, Inc.

You can help provide a turkey and all of the trimmings to one missionary family serving in Haiti, the Bahamas, or the 
Dominican Republic by making an $80 gift towards the project (please note “Thanksgiving 2021” with your gift).  

(If Thanksgiving Project contributions exceed program costs, funds will be directed to help with the Missionary Encouragement Fund)

“We would like to say a heartfelt thank you to you 
and all those who had a part in our Thanksgiving 
box! It's so very encouraging to think about all 
the support behind that box. People we don't 
know, may never meet, and yet we have a kindred 
spirit.” - Eric and Melanie Stoller, Les Cayes, Haiti 

Connect With Us: www.agapeflights.com

http://www.agapeflights.com
https://www.agapeflights.com/missionary-thanksgiving-dinner-project/



