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Excerpts from the poem,
“The Dash,” by Linda Ellis:

THE - DASH

Making an impact, leaving a legacy

+

+

“I read of a man who stood to
speak at the funeral of a friend.
He referred to the dates on the
tombstone from the beginning...
to the end.

+
At Agape we are surrounded by some truly amazing people. Missionaries, donors, staff, volunteers. People from all
walks of life and backgrounds. It’s always interesting to hear how they “spend their dash.”
In this edition of Flightline there are stories from the “Agape family” that we hope not only inspire you to live your
dash with love, intention, and urgency, but also remind you that we are better together. Because just like
the dashes on this flight path picture – when our “dashes” intersect, making a cross, we make a bigger imprint on the map. When you support this mission of love, your dash intersects with thousands of others
– making an incredible impact for generations.

He noted that first came the date
of birth and spoke of the following
date with tears, but he said what
mattered most of all was the
dash between those years...
...For it matters not, how much
we own, the cars... the house...
the cash. What matters is how
we live and love and how we
spend our dash…

The Heneise Family
When talking about the “dash” in the time line of Agape, 1980 - present we look at the story of the first missionary
family served by Agape Flights in 1980, the Heneise family. Ken and Debbie Heneise (pictured top right with son
Ryan) started serving as 2nd generation missionaries in Cap Haitien, Haiti in 1971. Ken was born in Haiti and served
as a missionary kid alongside his parents Harold and Ivan Heneise, who were missionaries to Haiti for 45 years! God
then called Ken and Debbie to Haiti as a young newly married couple to start an agricultural ministry. Ken and
Debbie, along with their son, Ryan, worked to find ways to improve local food production and diet. Projects included
raising rabbits, chickens, and vegetables in a way that was appropriate for villagers. They were also instrumental
in the hog re-population of northern Haiti after the African swine fever epidemic wiped out the population. Of
course, for this all to be accomplished resources were needed – and with a lack of infrastructure in Haiti this was
extremely difficult.
As Ken and Debbie were “living their dash,” Keith and Clara Starkey (our founders) were launching a
new chapter in theirs. Keith and Clara had a vision to help missionaries get the supplies they needed to accomplish the work they were called to do. When Keith traveled to Haiti and shared the Agape vision with Ken and Debbie, the Heneise’s were excited, but wondered, “How could we possibly fill the plane with mail and cargo every
week?” In Ken’s words, “But God had a plan and worked it out and it became the most amazing ministry.”
Continued on page 3 >>
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n 1999, while in Cuba assisting in the dedication of a new church building, a very unusual and
transformational event occurred. Seated at a kitchen table along with three Cuban pastors,
one of those pastors looked at me and said these words, “Allen, you know how much we love
you, and appreciate your ministry in Cuba, but we cannot continue building churches like
this!” He continued to speak, and much to my dismay, he said, “What if something happens to
you? What if we cannot resource these buildings? What if the availability of your resources
goes away?”
It was a moment that I will forever be reminded of. Stunned and silent, which rarely happens,
I retreated to my lodging to sit and sulk. I even began to question God, had He really sent me to
Cuba? During my hours of contemplation, I discovered some alarming things about my motives
and myself in ministry. Ministry can never be about me or about you, but must always
be about what we can do together for the Glory of God!
The next morning the four of us gathered around that same table to resume the conversation
between four ministry partners. One of the pastors used the table we were sitting around as
an analogy. He said, “There are four legs supporting this table and in order for this table to
perform it must have all four legs.” At that meeting, we determined that we were certainly
BETTER TOGETHER! We needed each other, however; we needed to listen to one another. We
needed to pray together and seek God’s will, not my agenda. We needed to bear up under the
load of ministry together because with each of us fulfilling our part, together was so much
better. As a result, twenty-two years later, hundreds of pastors, church planters, missionaries,
and evangelists have been equipped and trained resulting in thousands of home churches all
over the communist island of Cuba.
My Cuban brothers taught me the concept that we are always “better together!”
Our founders, Keith and Clara Starkey understood this principle of better together, serving the
Lord Jesus Christ and all for His Glory!

Craig Faulkner
Teacher/Coach, Sarasota County Schools
Venice, Fla.

As the CEO of Agape Flights, I can communicate with you that organizationally we are better
together. The Agape Flights staff, board of directors, amazing volunteers, our
committed donors, and certainly our mission partners are all better together.

Kyle Henson
Realtor, Coldwell Banker Res R.E.
Bradenton, Fla.

I am so thankful for you, and trust that as you enjoy this newsletter you will be blessed knowing
that you are a member of the Agape Flights family!

Bradley Hume
Dentist/Partner, Palmetto Dental Center
Palmetto, Fla.

Above all, please know how grateful we are for you and your “Agape dash.” Thank you for
choosing to dedicate a portion of your dash to extend love and life to many you will never know
this side of heaven.

Ed Loomis
FAA Operations Inspector, retired
Lt. Col. USAF/AF Reserve, retired
Nokomis, Fla. and Minnetonka, Minn.

We are BETTER TOGETHER…

Jim Whitney
Senior VP of Innovation,
Sceptre Hospitality Resources
Nokomis, Fla.
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Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries

The -

(continued...)

A project that the Heneise’s were working on required a constant supply of wire for building rabbit and chicken
cages. That wire, and other agricultural supplies, kept the Agape plane full for months, and as other missionaries
saw the faithfulness of the Agape Flights ministry, they too wanted to be a part of it. One missionary family
served, soon became 25, and today we serve over 300 missionary families!
Ken and Debbie nostalgically shared this story with Agape staff in January as they dropped off precious cargo,
their grand-dog Mina, who they drove from Texas to make the next flight to Haiti. Their son Ryan and his family of
8 (pictured bottom right on page 1) had just moved to Les Cayes, Haiti – carrying on the legacy – as 3rd and 4th
generation missionaries to Haiti. Before even moving to Les Cayes, Ryan and his wife Bethany joined Agape Flights
as missionary affiliates to ensure they could get the supplies needed to live and work on the mission field. Upon
learning that their new puppy Mina had quickly outgrown her carrier for the commercial flight to Haiti, they said,
“I wonder if Agape could fly her?” And we got to respond in our favorite way – “Of course we can do that for you.”
While Ken and Debbie were visiting the hangar in January, they were trying to figure out their next chapter of
their “dash.” God answered in only the way He can. In March, we received an excited call from Ken, stating that
he needed to apply for an Agape affiliation account, because he and Debbie are returning to the mission field in
Cap Haitien, Haiti. They are picking up where they left off 30 years ago when they had to evacuate Haiti due to
the embargo. Their mission, Haiti Hope Fund, is preparing to launch a new initiative in north-east Haiti for the
purpose of reducing hunger in that country, by demonstrating and promoting regenerative agriculture techniques.
They will do this by:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establishing a small demonstration farm at their base of operations and additional demonstration farms in
the North-East area, using Syntropic farming methods.
Employing local farmers when needed to maintain these demonstration farms.
What is Syntropic farming?
Partnering with local farmers and establishing Syntropic plantings on their own farms and cooperating with
them in ongoing maintenance of their farms.
Hosting free seminars for local farmers on regenerative farming techniques.
Establishing a small farm agriculture store to make available seeds and plant materials and organic pest control
products, at fair market prices.
Assisting village entrepreneurs in establishing rural farm supply stores.

Agape is honored to be a part of the Heneise family dash and legacy, and if their dash hadn’t crossed with that of Keith
and Clara’s - would Agape exist as it does today? What about the millions who have received the love and care of Christ as a
result of Agape’s love flights and service to missionaries?

What is Syntropic Farming? : A form of regenerative agroforestry driven by the power of natural succession which is beyond
organic and beyond sustainable, it produces an abundance.

To do this, the farmer grows some forms of vegetation, which do not produce any usable crops, but that contribute positively to the
farm. These are called “biomass” plants and trees. The farmer also “tucks in” plants and trees that produce a valuable harvest. These
are called “target” plants and trees. This combination of vegetation is grown together closely, in a way that is mutually beneficial. The
farmer also has a deep understanding of how the vegetation responds positively to pruning and cuts it back at strategic times to
promote rapid growth.
After a few years, the system becomes partly autonomous. It can provide its own irrigation, fertilizer, crowd out undesirable plants and
resist disease. It just needs some management from the farmer.

www.agapeflights.com
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from Agape Flights donors, to volunteers, to full-time missionaries

J

oe and Janet Canalichio first came to Agape Flights during Hurricane
Dorian Bahamas relief efforts to donate much needed supplies. While
dropping off supplies at the hangar, they were asked if they would be
interested in volunteering. Their servant hearts jumped right in sorting relief
items, creating pallets, and really doing whatever job needed done around the
hangar.

I woke up this morning
Saw a world full of trouble now
Thought, how’d we ever get so far down
How’s it ever gonna turn around
So I turned my eyes to Heaven
I thought, “God, why don’t You do something?”
Well, I just couldn’t bear the thought of
People living in poverty
Children sold into slavery
The thought disgusted me
So, I shook my fist at Heaven
Said, “God, why don’t You do something?”
He said, “I did, I created you”
If not us, then who
If not me and you
Right now, it’s time for us to do something
If not now, then when
Will we see an end
To all this pain
It’s not enough to do nothing
It’s time for us to do something
I’m so tired of talking
About how we are God’s hands and feet
But it’s easier to say than to be
Live like angels of apathy who tell ourselves
It’s alright, “somebody else will do something”
Well, I don’t know about you
But I’m sick and tired of life with no desire
I don’t want a flame, I want a fire
I wanna be the one who stands up and says,
“I’m gonna do something”
We are the salt of the earth
We are a city on a hill
But we’re never gonna change the world
By standing still
No we won’t stand still
No we won’t stand still
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Even after the initial rush of relief efforts, they stayed on as volunteers. Joe
soon became our “Mr. Fix-It,” fixing things around the hangar as needed. Janet
would volunteer as she could, but was still taking care of Joe’s mom until she
passed in March 2020. After her passing, they asked God, “OK what now?
What do you want us to do?” They were in the next season of their “dash.”
Missions has been their heart for many years. After raising their 5 daughters,
along with taking care of women who needed a refuge for many years, they
had taken missions trips to Guatemala and helped set up a children’s camp in
Hawaii. Their hearts beat strong for girls who have been rescued out of sex
trafficking. They also discovered a love for the Dominican Republic. When
Janet did some research a couple of years ago, she found the amazing work of
New Hope Girls, Inc. in the Dominican Republic and began following along.
When Joe and Janet were volunteering at Agape, they made the connection
that Agape served the missionaries at New Hope Girls, Inc. and their next steps
became clearer. At the end of last year, Joe and Janet decided to take a couple
weeks trip to help out New Hope Girls in the Dominican Republic. They were
an answer to New Hope’s prayers, and New Hope was an answer to theirs.
They came back from the trip with a plan to return full time in February - and
they did.
No part of their job is easy. They are currently house parents at the University
House while Janet helps in the kitchen and Joe fixes all of the things around
the campus. There are sweet moments of prayer and breakthrough, and there
are tough moments of lashing out and healing in progress. But as Janet puts
it, “I have a message for them that they need to hear [God loves them]. They
have to know....they just have to know.” Joe and Janet, along with our other
missionary affiliates are a good reminder of the song by Matthew West,
“Do Something.”

“Christmas in February. As the one pastor reminded me: Christ is in every month..”
"This morning, we went to the little church on the hill. We handed out gifts and shoes to the little ones. I
thank all of you that are making this happen. The quilts (they love) are wrapped with hygiene products
t-shirts, scarfs, shoes, hair things for the older girls. The older boys have been given a hygiene kit, soccer ball
(they love), baseball cap, t-shirt and tie. The little girls loved the dolls, oh my. The middle age girls love the
jump ropes and hair things. And of course, the boys loved the kick balls and hot wheels. Thank you to all that
packed and wrapped the shoe boxes. It puts a smile on my face to see the smile on these kids."

“Thank you Agape Flights for package after package of plastic bags.”
“I worked with some ladies from different communities to teach them how to make plastic
bag mats. We also discussed business ethics and I am hoping they will be able to start
selling the mats in the market(s). We started each one off with a couple of finished mats, a
crochet hook, a box of plarn (plastic yarn) balls and several packages of bags.
We are thankful for all of you sharing your gifts to be passed on. Another act of grace.”

“Thank you so much for helping us to carry our calling easily”
Was the recent response from Monel Jules after receiving one of the 3 donated exam
tables for his medical ministry, Haiti’s Eden, located in Limbe, Haiti. These tables were
donated by a local Florida doctor, and made available to Agape missionaries.
Monel and Joselie Jules founded Haiti’s Eden in 2012 with the vision of helping the local
people discover and serve the Lord through the testimony of the church, to provide
health care, to strengthen their agricultural skills, to enrich the social and professional
life and to prepare the next generation of leaders.
What started out as a “benches under the tree” operation is continuing to grow, and the
exam table was just what their nearly completed, new medical building needed.
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updates

Bahamas & Honduras
"When I reflect on
the benefits of
actions produced by
God’s love, the
effect of changing
hearts and
therefore, producing
a life which glorifies
Him, I can’t help
but recall the
response of the
faithful men and
women at Agape
Flights, and related
volunteers, to the
needs of the people
of the Bahamas
after Hurricane
Dorian which had
its devastating
effects on Abaco
and Grand Bahama
on September 1,
2019."

You helped deliver an
additional 7,200 lbs of
relief supplies to the
Bahamas so far this year
2020 finished
with 4 relief
flights to
honduras,
carrying
10,400 lbs

- Natalie Pierson,
Agape Mission Partner
in the Bahamas

Agape’s Aircraft Maintenance Team has been hard at work
performing the Embraer’s 150 hour inspection along with the
Chieftain’s annual inspection and major avionics upgrades.
This team comprised of staff and volunteers is critical to our
mission. If the planes don’t fly - missionaries lose their critical
supply-line to carry out their life-saving and life-changing missions.
We are incredibly thankful for their excellence, knowledge, and
dedication to this ministry. Agape’s two staff mechanics are also
pilots delivering loads of love week after week!
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Giving update

Pie in the Sky Open Hangar
On March 6, 2021 Agape Flights held its annual Pie in the
Sky open hangar. Over 400 people stopped by to “Par-Tee”
and learn more about what we do. Our guests enjoyed
touring our facility and aircraft, pizza pies and dessert pies,
putting green fun and our first ever online auction.
We are praising God for the beautiful demonstration of
generosity and successful event.
Event totals include:
Nearly $52,000 raised ($10,500 from auction)
400+ in attendance
61 AMAZING volunteers
100 pizzas
1 BIG God!

We love our “tee-rriic”

In Honor of
Macayla Yannucciello

THANK YOU to all who made this a truly tee-rrific event!

Atlas Building Company
Avery Rooong
Clark Bowman, Realtor
Coastal Mobile Screens
Cornerstone Integrated Healthcare
IT Network Solutions
Joyner Family Insurance
McGriﬀ Insurance Services
Mowers, Inc.
Orange Acres Manufactured Home Community
Palm Printing
event sponsors!
PGT Innovations
Pope Insurance LLC
Rialto Christian Flyers Club
Sabal Palm Bank
Sarasota Avionics & Maintenance
Sayco Equipment Sales, Inc.
Team Henson, Realtors
The Victoria Stultz Group, Realtors
Tri County Air Conditioning and Heating
Weiler Rooong Inc.
Wilde Honda Sarasota

“I thank my God every time I remember you.”
- Philippians 1:3
255 DONOR GIFTS = GIVEN IN LOVE
$50,000 DONOR MATCH = COMPLETE
$180,000 GOAL = ACHIEVED
WORK BEGINS ON ENGINE OVERHAUL = APRIL 2021!!

WE'RE ON
OUR WAY TO
GOOD
VIBRATIONS...

PRAISE
GOD!

THANK YOU FOR FULLY FUNDING THE 2021 EMBRAER ENGINE OVERHAUL!!!

www.agapeflights.com
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Mission Partners need resources to impact the Caribbean for Christ.
We Listen. We Respond. We Deliver.

Your gifts propel this ministry...
Ways to give financially:
Mail (use the enclosed envelope) or Phone 941-488-0990
Online at www.agapeflights.com
To make a gift to assist with current needs, please specify General
Fund (where funds are needed most) or Aircraft Fund.

For gifts of stock, annuities, IRA, beneficiary
of an insurance policy or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape Flights,Inc. EIN # 59-2057436
Agape Flights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in the United States and registered in the state of Florida. EIN 59-2057436. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE (1-800-HELP-FLA OR WWW.800HELPFLA.COM). REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,
APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

