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“Political Unrest in Haiti. Aircraft Grounded. Unfavorable
Medical Diagnoses. Cuba Restrictions Tighten... “
Discouraged yet? Don’t be. We’re not.

Yes, these could all be headlines to stories in this edition
of Flightline, and probably several more that sound just
as discouraging. BUT with our hope in Christ we always
know that “HELP IS ON THE WAY.” Five simple words
packed with such power to bring comfort and hope.
Five words that change the ending to a story.

"Before they call I will answer; while
they are still speaking I will hear."
-Isaiah 65:24
We are so thankful for the hope we have in Christ, and
the reminder that together with you, we get to be a
part of delivering the love and hope of Christ to the
nations of the Caribbean. Because of you, week by
week, the Agape aircraft carry critical supplies that
help change the endings to thousands of people’s
stories. When missionaries see the week’s cargo manifest,
and when Haitians, Dominicans, Bahamians, and Cubans
see Agape’s wings soaring through the air – they know they
are not forgotten, or forsaken. They know that there is a
God and a family in Christ that loves them, cares for them,
is committed to them, and is there to help them.

"My help comes from the
LORD, the Maker of heaven
and earth." - Pslam 121:2

That is our role at Agape, to be a support system, a
ministry committed to helping missionaries succeed
in Kingdom work - always just a phone call, email, and
flight away. The missionaries can’t do what they do
without the help of Agape, and we can’t do what we
do without you. God designed us to work together as
the body of Christ, and we are extremely thankful for
our friends and ministry partners who work together to
ensure that God’s love travels through boxes, runways,
and skies to change and save lives.

This spring we found ourselves in a “MAY DAY,” or
“HELP US,” situation. Even after planning well, both
aircraft were grounded for a little over a month; the
Embraer 110 for planned maintenance, and the Piper
Chieftain, for unplanned maintenance after an internal
(right) engine issue. Normal logistics, cargo processing,
and flights were severely disrupted, and unexpected
repairs had to be made. Not only were the planes
grounded, but Agape staff and their families were in
the midst of battling health issues and even the loss of
loved ones. It seemed as though we were under attack.
We were quickly reminded of Isaiah 65:24, because God
poured on the love and blessings through His people
and planes ready to respond, help was on the way, which
means the story doesn’t end there....
>> Story continued on page 2-3:
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Pie + Pizza + People = Provision

We are celebrating the Embraer’s return to the skies!
The aircraft’s planned hot section maintenance on the left
engine and beautiful paint finish has been completed with
excellence.
The detailed work took longer than expected but we
are thrilled to report the final cost of the engine work
was much less than anticipated. Thanking God for His
provision! The $54,036 raised at Agape’s Pie in the
Sky event on March 2, 2019 was enough to pay for the
Embraer’s paint job AND engine work! THANK YOU to
everyone who donated during Pie in the Sky!

The Chieftain engine is receiving further repair...
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9 ESV)
The Agape aircraft were both grounded for a little over a month this
spring. It’s not at all what we had planned, but God used the hearts and
resources of many to ensure that the aircraft received the care it needed,
and that Agape love flew on.

Pictured below from left to right: Darin Martin (Agape Flights’ Director of
Missionary Services), Andy Roemer (Agape Missionary Affiliate in Les Cayes,
Haiti, and Kenny Gumpel (Missionary Flights International (MFI) pilot) on the
April 16th mission flight. Thank you MFI for “Standing in the Gap” for Agape and
the missionaries we serve!

It was our hope to already have the engine repaired and
reassembled, flown back to Haiti, re-installed on the
Chieftain, and back in the air.

After reassembling and doing numerous runs on the
engine, it was discovered that while the damages that
caused the engine to fail had all been fixed and the engine
was again running, there are still issues with the engine’s
performance.
As a result of these findings, the engine was sent to a
major engine repair facility in Ohio for further, more indepth repair. Updates to follow.

Bonita Boat Center,
a ministry partner of
Agape Flights, stepped
in with their corporate
aircraft to fly the April
4th mission flight.
Pictured to the right
is Bonita CEO John
Gagliano with Agape
missionary affiliate
Nzunga Mubudiga, Cap
Haitien Haiti. Thank
you Bonita Boat Center!

Pictured below is Agape Flights pilot Steve Koch with Harvest Aviation pilot Brian
Smith. Harvest Aviation assisted Agape Flights on the April 11th mission flight.

We are praising God for...
Our mission aviaition community who stepped in to provide planes and pilots when we needed them. Thank
you Missionary Flights International (MFI), Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF), Harvest Aviation, and Wings of Grace
for your Kingdom partnership. We are also grateful for Bonita Boat Center, who loaned us their corporate plane
and pilots to deliver 1,200 pounds of cargo to the mission field.

Agape mechanics, flight operations, and missionary services personnel that have all gone above
and beyond, working extended hours, troubleshooting, problem-solving, laboring in love.

The prayers, understanding, and sacrificial giving of missionary affiliates. A former missionary couple who
heard about the Chieftain’s engine issue called to make the first $500 gift towards the cost of the repairs with the
remark: “You’ll never know just how much Agape has meant to us throughout the years.” Notes and
gifts of encouragement continued to pour in from missionaries; including a love offering taken up by missionaries we
serve in Les Cayes, Haiti. One note read: “I am so thankful that everyone is safe. I can never express how much each of
you do for us here. You are all always in my thoughts and prayers. Love you all!“
A $10,000 “MAY DAY” matching gift challenge through Boca Grande Lighthouse United Methodist
Church and its Mission Committee to help repair the Chieftain engine.
An extraordinary response from 167 donors contributing $112,481.74 towards the Chieftain engine repair!
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Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries

It’s just like God...He knew what we would need, and provided for it!

On May 31st...
Wings of Grace, Inc. had just helped Agape complete a
mission flight delivering cargo and mail to missionary
affiliates in the Bahamas and Dominican Republic.
Ed Davis, Director of Missionary Flight Operations at
Wings of Grace, Inc. was about to make one final flight
from Venice, FL back to his home base in Melbourne, FL,
and the right engine on his plane wouldn’t start. After some troubleshooting, it
was determined that the starter had simply died. Ed was about to call his friends
to fly and come get him, but Greg, Agape’s Director of Maintenance, went back
to the maintenance shop and found the EXACT starter Ed needed for his Cessna
310, a plane that we neither operate nor would normally keep parts in stock for.
You see, it’s just like God….He knows just what we need before we do and provides for
it. Someone had donated aircraft parts to Agape to resell, and one of those parts
was just what our mission aviation partner needed. A couple of bolts removed
and reinstalled, a quick charge to the aircraft battery,www.agapeflights.com
and the plane started right
up. Ed was home eating dinner with his family a couple hours later!
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“S.N. has had 55 visits in the clinic since she was 9 days old. She is now eight
and doing well. Her mom is so thankful that she has had a place for her to get
care for intestinal infections, pneumonia, colds, an abscess, fevers, parasites,
malaria, fungal infection, and impetigo. Thank you to our supporters for keeping
our doors open to help people with health issues while sharing the Gospel and
God’s love.”
-- Betor Family | Real Hope for Haiti | Cazales, Haiti

Healed.

Transformed.

“Five-year-old Rose Naïca was sick when her mom brought her
to Second Mile’s Treatment Center last year. She stayed at the
Second Mile Treatment Center with her mom Clautide and her
baby sister for a month and a half. This short amount of time was
enough to make a transformational difference-- Rose Naïca got back
to her bubbly, healthy state, and Clautide soaked up every minute of the adult educational classes (see Rose Naïca showing off
mom’s 100% final test score!) Seven months later, they’re home in
Dondon and Clautide is running her small business and keeping up
with all of the practices she learned about at the Center. It’s such
an honor to be a part of their story!”
-- Amy Syres | Second Mile Haiti | Cap Haitien, Haiti
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“Our prison ministry continues to bear a ton of
fruit! Last year in January, we were blessed to
be able to baptize three inmates in a 55-gallon drum. A little over a year later one of
those guys is now the pastor inside the prison! We were also able to bring a medical team
and an evangelism team into the prison on May
21st. The doctors (Agape Missionary Affiliates
Francisco and Diane Sabado) were able to see
187 inmates and approximately 50 inmates
make professions of faith!”

Redeemed.

-- Zogg & Sabado Families | Christian
International Foundation, Inc. & Corazon Del
Siervo | Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Unrest in Haiti Update from missionary reports:

Full-scale rioting, tire-burning, roadblocks and even loss of life is making life extremely difficult in Haiti.
Months of protests have taken place in order to usurp the power of sitting President Jovenel Moïse. The
economy is suffering. People are hungry. Missionaries Dana & Pritchard Adams write, “So, one might ask:
Why even bother? Because God loves Haiti. It will take Godly leadership to effect change and Rehoboth is
training up leaders from the preschool level to the elementary and high school levels as well as in our Bible
institute…We ask you to continue to pray for us and for the rest of the missionaries who are risking their lives to
work in this troubled nation.” Missionary Sherrie Fausey writes, “With your help, we will continue! “

Loved.
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We need your prayers & partnership
S

everal years ago, I had the phenomenal privilege of preaching at a well-known church
in the Midwest. I recall this wonderful and seasoned pastor sitting down with me in his
office in preparation for the speaking assignment that I had been given. Many things were
communicated and then he said to me, “Listen, this congregation will respond verbally while you
are speaking.” He was saying, “They will encourage you or admonish you.” Then he said, “And if
they say to you, ‘Pastor, sum it up,” they are simply saying, it’s time to conclude.” In other words,
no more sermonizing but summarize it!

What’s next for Cuba and Agape Flights?

On June 12, 2019 we saw unfortunate changes
regarding U.S. travel to Cuba. These changes have
immediately affected Agape Flights’ AVS and SCP
Export Administration Regulation exceptions granted
in 2016 from the Commerce Department of the United
States.

Currently, we are in the process of submitting a
specific license application (SNAP-R) through the
Commerce Department of the United States. The
license would permit specific travel and exportation of
items to the Cuban Council of Churches for distribution
to evangelical churches throughout the island nation.
Additionally, it would allow us landing privileges and
permission to enter into Cuban airspace.

Pray that we will soon hear an affirmative and positive
response from all of the entities involved. This process
of approval involves Commerce, State, and Defense
Departments of the United States Government.
Currently we have almost 12,000 pounds of much
needed cargo and supplies that is for distribution by
the Cuban Council of Churches. This 12,000 pounds
represents 4 fully-funded flights.

Please pray for our Cuban partners and brothers
and sisters in Christ as they are experiencing great
challenges on almost every front.

Q
A

: When is the next Giving Challenge
Opportunity?

: The next Giving Challenge, presented by the
Community Foundation of Sarasota County, with
giving strengthened by the Patterson Foundation, will be
April 28th and 29th, 2020. Please mark your calendars
for 24 hours of online matched giving.

In 2018, Agape donors met the Challenge, and helped raise
over $96,000! We’ll certainly miss those exciting days
of matching funds and generosity this year, but look
forward to participating again in 2020. Stay tuned for
more information as it becomes available.
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After all you’ve read in this edition of Flightline, let’s sum it up!
Even through adversity, we are THANKFUL for…

Day by day, the Agape Staff works as a
team and cares for one another as family.

On June 6, we took a “family road trip” to Fort Pierce,
Florida so we could participate in the International
Association of Mission Aviation’s (IAMA) Conference.
The day connected us with many different aviation
ministries and encouraged us to press on. The trip
(complete with a team building flat tire experience)
and inspiring conference was just what we needed to
regroup.

Recently, our “staff life” has been anything but
ordinary. Because we function both as a staff and
family, we share in the fun times and the not so good
times. Lately, we’ve been doing a lot of holding each
other up and reminding ourselves that “what we suffer
now is nothing compared to the glory He will reveal to
us later.”
Please join us in prayer for staff members who are
undergoing cancer treatment, have recently lost
a loved one or received an unfavorable medical
diagnosis.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The HOPE we have in Christ!
People, planes and provision!
The prayers from you - our extended Agape family.
Missionaries who build life-changing relationships and share the love of Christ.
The opportunity to press forward toward our goal of making more flights into Cuba.
The encouragement, generosity, and timely help provided by aviation ministry partners
and Agape donors.
God’s faithfulness, love, and care during this season of life challenges for Agape staff
members.

In this edition of Flightline dedicated to “People, Planes and Provision,” please allow me to
communicate a “people” related need for you to pray about. Agape Flights is seeking to hire an
additional Mechanic/Pilot to assist Director of Aircraft Maintenance, Greg Haman. Keeping two
aircraft in top notch condition is a lot for one staff mechanic who also serves as a pilot. And to
better serve Agape’s missionary affiliates, we also need to expand our Missionary Services team
of two, by one more person. These staff additions require long-term funding and revenue. I
am confident that Agape’s help comes, and has come from “the LORD, the Maker of heaven and
earth.” Perhaps God desires to use you, and the resources He has given you to assist us in calling
an additional team member to Missionary Services or a Mechanic/Pilot to the Maintenance
department? If this resonates with your heart, please consider making a special gift to “Staff
Funding.”

Thank you for your connection and partnership with Agape Flights! I am thankful to God for His
faithfulness and I appreciate you more than I have the ability to communicate!

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may
have peace. In this world you will have trouble but TAKE
HEART! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33

Summing it up,

Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries

Ways to give financially:
Mail (use the enclosed envelope)
or Phone 941-488-0990
Online at www.agapeflights.com
To make a gift to assist with current
needs, please specify General Fund
(where funds are needed most)
or Staff Funding (supports all staff funding)
For gifts of stock, annuities,
IRA, beneficiary of an insurance
policy or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape Flights,Inc.
EIN # 59-2057436

Please remember Agape’s ministry and flights continue throughout the summer months even
though contributions tend to hit a “summer slump.” Your investment in Agape Flights truly
does provide a better life for millions. Millions. Isn’t that amazing?

Thank you…and please, let us know how we can
pray for YOU.

Staff pictured (from left to right): Jeff Yannucciello, Darin Martin, Marsha
Pavliak, Abby Duncan, Carole Leman, Shelly Watkins, Greg Haman, Allen
Speer, Rod Aldrich Not Pictured: Shae Hays, Shana Wilson

Help Deliver Hope...

Allen T. Speer, Chief Executive Officer

{

“For the ministry of this service is not
only supplying the needs of saints, but
is also OVERFLOWING in many acts of
thanksgiving to God.” --2 Cor. 9:12

www.agapeflights.com
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Agape Flights
100 Airport Avenue E.
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Board of Directors
Kyle Henson, chair
Realtor, Coldwell Banker Res R.E.
Bradenton, Fla.
Ed Loomis, vice chair
FAA Operations Inspector, retired
Lt. Col. USAF/AF Reserve, retired
Nokomis, Fla. and Minnetonka, Minn.

Craig Faulkner
Teacher/Coach, Sarasota County Schools
Venice, Fla.
Bradley Hume
Dentist/Partner, Palmetto Dental Center
Palmetto, Fla.
Rebecca “Becky” McQuillen
Teacher/Coach/Independent Sales Rep for
Aflac, retired
Bradenton, Fla.
Jim Whitney
Senior VP of Innovation,
Sceptre Hospitality Resources
Nokomis, Fla.
David Yohn
Owner, iBusinessSolutions
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Phone: 941-488-0990 | Fax: 941-485-3020 | Email: gomissions@agapeflights.com
Please send comments, questions, and article ideas to: Agape’s Communications Manager,
Abby Duncan at communications@agapeflights.com

We LOVE to serve YOU!

Charlie Thompson, treasurer
Captain, Federal Express, retired
Lt. Col. U.S. Air Force/Air National Guard, retired
Venice, Fla.

www.agapeflights.com

Connect With Us:

WELCOME

Adrienne McCutcheon, secretary
Critical Care Registered Nurse
Osprey, Fla.

New Agape Missionary Affiliates:
Cap Haitien, Haiti:

Antonio & Paulaine Jean Louis, Children of the Promise

Les Cayes, Haiti:

Daniel & Sarah Bertsch, Apostolic Christian Harvest Call
Nathan & Katye Clark, LOAF Ministries
Brett & Laura Herrmann, Apostolic Christian Harvest Call
Stephan & Pascale Odenat, Missions La Bible Parle Clinic Torbeck
Crystalyn Wyatt, Haiti Bible Mission (Jeremie)

Port au Prince, Haiti:

Fritz & Magalie Desir, Child Hope Worldwide
Aneesah Rasheed, Morning Star Christian Academy

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic:

Carlos & Kim Belez, Resonate Global Mission
Kris & Lizzy White, Freedom International Ministries

Agape Flights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in the United States and registered in the state of Florida. EIN 59-2057436. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE (1-800-HELP-FLA OR WWW.800HELPFLA.COM). REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

