IN THIS ISSUE:
From the CEO [2]
Unrest in Haiti cont’d/Cuba Update [3]
The Agape HEART beats on [4-5]
Hangar Happenings [6]
Giving Update [7]

spring 2019

HEART’S

UNREST IN HAITI: PRAYER NEEDED
Notes from Missionary Affiliate Sherrie Fausey, Christian Light School,
Port au Prince, Haiti | February 14, 2019:

“Young men in Haiti are marching, burning things, and throwing rocks.
They are asking for help the only way they can get attention. They
don’t want handouts. They want jobs. We need prayer.
These are the worst demonstrations I have seen in my almost 19 years
in Haiti. Why is it so bad this time? What has led up to this situation?
Gas stations have no gas because the government did not pay the
ship delivering the gas and diesel. What happened to the money?
Corruption. So they burn gas stations.
The financial exchange rate has gone steadily up, up, up. It is more
than double what it was five years ago. That means 100 gourdes buys
half as much rice as it did five years ago. So, they eat less. People are
hungry.
Medical care is very poor. There are some good doctors, but they
lack equipment. Many people do not go to doctors because they
have no money.

Most of the demonstrators are young men. They want to go to school,
but schools in Haiti are too expensive. The result is that half the
population is illiterate - literacy means being able to read a simple
sentence. High school is very expensive, so most cannot afford to
go to high school - only about 20% go to high school. Most schools
are not very good. So, only about 5% of all young people actually
graduate from high school. How can poorly educated or illiterate
young men find a decent job? They don’t. So, they demonstrate and
burn things and throw rocks. No, I do not condone violence, but I
understand their frustration.
What is Christian Light School doing?
When this is over, Haiti will need Christian Light School more than
ever. We are training up children in the way they should go to
become Christian leaders. We feed the children and have one of
the best schools in Haiti.
We are changing lives by giving tuition free education all the way
to graduation. Our students finish school. Some go on to university.
They will make a difference in the future of Haiti.”

UNREST IN HAITI:
PRAYER NEEDED (continued...)

From the ceo
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gape Flights’ vision is “A world where missionaries never lack the resources to share the
unconditional love of Christ.”
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For the last eight years God has blessed me with the opportunity to lead Agape Flights. I am
surrounded by passionate, capable staff and volunteer leaders. Together we have been entrusted
with resourcing, encouraging, and enabling Agape’s missionary affiliates. Every time a mission
flight leaves our hangar, the ultimate goal is for the supplies to be used to glorify God on the
mission field. Before each flight, members of Agape’s plane loading crew pray for the contents of
each flight to be a blessing to the recipients and used for God’s glory. We pray for our missionaries
to have what they and their families need to live and share the unconditional love of Christ through
their unique ministries. We pray for our missionaries to be better equipped to help educate, heal,
build, and evangelize. We pray for the power of God to prepare Christian leaders for the future.
We pray that in all of this, Jesus Christ might be lifted high so that every man, woman, boy and girl
could hear and have the opportunity to repent and receive Jesus Christ as their own personal Lord
and Savior.

As a Christian aviation ministry, our heart’s desire is to Serve Christ by Serving His Missionaries.
If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to visit the hub of our operations or see the aircraft climb to
the sky on a mission flight, we invite you to view our newest video and “Imagine with us…” The
video encourages you to imagine living where infrastructure is sparse and the need for supplies
being delivered by Agape’s pilots and plane is great. I invite you to share this video and the Agape
story. (Video details on the back page of Flightline)
Much is required to accomplish ministry through aviation. Aviation is expensive. Maintenance
of the aircraft is vital to the consistent, committed service we offer to our missionary
affiliates and critical in regards to the safety and security of our staff who utilize the
aircraft in the performance of this ministry. Our Embraer 110 is currently grounded receiving
a new paint finish and a “hot section” on one engine. Together, these upgrades could cost Agape
up to $100,000 dollars. Because joy-filled generosity was in full display at our recent “Pie in the
Sky” event we have made significant strides in raising these funds. However, we need to raise the
remaining funds. Could you assist Agape with a special one-time gift to “Aircraft Funding”
so that the work of ministry will continue unhindered? If you aren’t currently a monthly
financial supporter, would you consider becoming one?
I am thankful for you and trust that God will use this newsletter to inform, inspire, and
encourage you to join me and my HEART’S DESIRE and PRAYER to God for them - that they
may be saved. - Romans 10:1

His Servant and Yours,

Jim Whitney
Senior VP of Innovation,
Sceptre Hospitality Resources
Nokomis, Fla.

Allen T. Speer, CEO-Agape Flights

David Yohn
Owner, iBusinessSolutions
Myakka City, Fla.
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March 19, 2019 update from Missionary Affiliates
Dana & Pritchard Adams | Rehoboth Ministries
Cap Haitien, Haiti:
We have hesitated to write this letter until we
had a good handle on what exactly is going on
with the state of things here in Haiti. The weather outside today reveals gorgeous sunshine, a
nice breeze, and a peaceful calm which could
easily lull one to sleep. Ah, tropical weather —
we love it! Yet, our Haitian brothers and sisters
are still reeling from the aftermath of what took
place nationwide just a few weeks ago. If only
the state of the country was as beautiful as the
lush foliage just outside our windows...While
things have calmed down in the streets and
everything seems to be “business as usual,”
the average Haitian is kneeling to pick up the
pieces of their shattered lives... again.

...We just rounded our 36-year mark of living
and working in Haiti. It has been our privilege
to work among a people who are so resilient. Poverty, violence, instability, and corrupt
leaders which siphon off what should have been
used for the welfare of the country have left us
working overtime among brethren who hope
and pray for a better tomorrow. One major
reason they don’t despair is because of their
faith and trust in the Lord. Another reason is
that they take comfort in the fact that missions such as Rehoboth Ministries have come
to alleviate much of their suffering and to let
them know that we are here for them. Our
churches are full of praying saints who intercede for their nation...In spite of what you see
in the natural, there is a praying church here
which refuses to believe God has given up on
them and He will surely heal their land. This is
what gives us hope for Haiti!
Help Us Help Them.

Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries

What is Agape Flights doing?
We are listening, we are praying, we are serving, we are loving.
At the recommendation of our missionary affiliates serving in
Haiti, Agape canceled mission flights that were scheduled for
February 6/7th and 14/15th.

We were advised by missionaries in Les Cayes and Jeremie
that Sunday, February 16, would be a quiet day in terms of the
protests and rioting occurring in Haiti. So on Saturday, Agape’s
faithful loading crew, Flight Operations, and Missionary Services got to work to make sure that we could get a flight into
Les Cayes and Jeremie on Sunday.
“So thankful for Agape Flights making a special flight with supplies to help us out today! Huge blessing and allows us to continue
helping serve the community!”
- Mark Stockeland | Haiti Bible Mission | Les Cayes, Haiti

CUBA UPDATE:
Mission flights are scheduled into Cuba on April 30th and July
30th. Please pray with us through the approval process for each
flight. The April 30th flight will be carrying hope in the form
of generators, newborn care kits, personal hygiene products,
shoes, gloves, tarps, and more.
www.agapeflights.com
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The Agape H.E.A.R.T beats...
because of God’s love working
through YOU!
What makes your heart beat?

The Agape aircraft work extremely hard making regular mission
flights to our missionary affiliates throughout the nations of the
Caribbean. Proper maintenance is key to make sure the cargo and
mail service that the missionaries depend on remains uninterrupted.

T

hese girls are sisters, though not related by blood. “Family”
isn’t just defined by our DNA, but by the bonds of affection
formed with those who we love and treasure.

In Haiti, our Home of Hope family model fuses hurting hearts together to bring about restoration and
generational healing – the kind we believe will spread throughout the culture. Partnering with local churches,
we find couples who demonstrate strong faith and a calling to work with children. We also seek kids who are
in the grip of slavery or desperate poverty. Matching two parents whose hearts long to care for children
with children whose hearts ache for love and stability, we forge them together to make a new family
unit. Please pray for God to bless the Home of Hope families that we’re prayerfully bringing together!

-- Loving Shepherd Ministries, Les Cayes, Haiti

A brief recap of 2018 from 1 of 78 missionary affiliates in the
Dominican Republic, Ed and Sandy Zogg:

We are very thankful for our Director of Maintenance, Greg Haman,
and his team of volunteer AMT mechanics that keep the birds running
strong and looking good. This season of maintenance in particular is
heavy. We started the first part of February with an annual inspection
on the Piper Chieftain aircraft, as well as several new avionics
installs; including an active traffic awareness system, an ADSB inand-out transponder (which now makes us compliant with the 2020
transponder mandate). During this time, the maintenance team
also made sure the Chieftain complied with several major structural
airworthiness directives (ADs).

All of this maintenance wrapped up just in time for our art-themed
Pie in the Sky Open Hangar event, where emerging artists young and
old were able to paint our main cargo plane, the Embraer 110, with
washable paint (pictured above) before it flew off to Lakeland, Florida
to receive its well-deserved new paint finish. Simultaneously, the
left hand (LH) engine hot section is also being removed, inspected,
and serviced. We are extremely thankful to be able to fly the Piper
Chieftain aircraft during this estimated 6 weeks of maintenance on
the Embraer.
Funds to help paint the plane were raised through a dessert pie
auction, paddle raise, and silent auction at Pie in the Sky ($29,000).
Between the new paint finish (potential cost up to $40,000) and the
LH hot section (potential cost up to $60,000), we are looking at up
to $100,000 for these maintenance projects. Yes, maintaining aircraft
is expensive. But the heart of our mission depends on them to be a
life-line carrying the love, care, and hope of Christ to millions.
Will you help us keep them flying?

The Lord built a house for a poor elderly couple, 10 evangelistic trips to the hospital, monthly street evangelism, 3 medical outreaches

(ministered to about 400 people), distribute Christmas gifts to needy children, 3 on island mission trips, VBS (about 80 kids), weekly
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Kids Club meetings (about 25 kids), Thanksgiving outreach (80 people), weekly Bible studies, weekly meal fellowship, weekly
English classes, prison ministry and assisting with two young church plants.

•

Is it seeing a child rise out of poverty through
an education?

•

Is it a life being saved through a mobile
medical clinic’s critical diagnosis and
treatment?

•

Is it providing access to clean drinking water
for an entire village through the drilling of a
well?

•

Is it knowing that a woman can now provide
an income for her family through goods she
knows how to make, market, and sell?

•

Is it seeing churches not only being built, but
filled with worship and songs of praise in
Creole, Spanish, and English?

•

Is it seeing Haitian, Dominican, Cuban, and
Bahamian leaders rise up to lead the next
generation?

•

Is it fueling a life-line that connects the
heart and body of Christ to hundreds of
missionaries serving as the hands and feet
throughout Haiti, the Bahamas, Dominican
Republic, and Cuba?

Because we know that for an education...
books are needed. For the treatment of a
disease...the right medicines are critical. For
clean water to flow...pump parts need to be
maintained and replaced. For a woman to
learn to sew...she needs a sewing machine,
fabric, and thread. For a church to be built...the
right building supplies are critical. For leaders
to be trained...they need to be invested in.
And for airplanes to be a life-line carrying
the love, care, and hope of Christ to
millions....they need to be well maintained,
fueled, and funded.
More about the H.E.A.R.T of Agape continued on
pages 6-7 >>
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Giving update

Pie in the Sky Open Hangar
“The HeART of Pie in the Sky!”
On March 2, 2019 Agape Flights held its annual Pie in the Sky
open hangar. Our business and event sponsors, volunteers,
board of directors, and staff provided a vibrantly fun time for
hundreds as we shared about the ministry of Agape Flights.
Event totals include: 82 amazing volunteers, 706 attendees
– including 321 first-time visitors to the hangar – who
consumed more than 750 slices of dessert pie and 100 pizzas!
More than $53,000 was raised for the mission, including
$29,000 to help paint the plane.
We feel blessed to be part of such a loving, fun, and generous
community!

A special thank you to all of our sponsors & volunteers - to God be the Glory!

Without the gifts of people, churches, organizations,
and the financial partnership of our affiliated
missionaries, Agape’s service and flights to
missionaries would cease.

Our HEARTfelt gratitude for 1,767 financial partners
whose giving kept pace with the ministry needs. There
was not an abundance of donors or gifts, but God’s
provision through His people covered the 1.4 million in
ministry expenses. Aviation is expensive and our God is
always faithful to answer our needs.

Heap on the blessings of a fully funded Chieftain aircraft.
Encourage affiliated missionaries and mission partners
through special acts of service.

Restore our hangar facility with a new roof (Praise God!)
and improve internal processes and database tools.

Treat our missionary affiliates to Thanksgiving dinners.

Volunteer Appreciation Event
On March 18, 2019 we celebrated our “PLANE awesome” volunteers
with a Volunteer Appreciation Flight Party complete with coastal
flights in the Piper Chieftain and themed cuisine!

Between 30 and 60 volunteers each week provide
much of the labor that makes things happen at Agape
Flights. Each year, volunteers provide over 10,000
hours of labor in areas such as mail sorting, shopping,
cargo preparation, reception, filing, maintenance and
construction.
We are so very grateful for our volunteers!
THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS...we couldn’t do what we do without YOU!
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Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries

Year in Review
Summary
Oct. 1, 2017 - Sept. 30, 2018

God used the prayers of many and the generosity of
faithful donors to:

Answer the call to Cuba and Puerto Rico.

Agape Volunteers are PLANE Awesome!

FY 2018

With special thanks to:
203 Faithful monthly donors who contributed
$273,443.32
2 Mission Flight Sponsors who embraced our Mission
Flight Program by donating $17,000 to help underwrite
the cost of weekly mission flights.
1 legacy donor who blessed Agape Flights with a
special gift of more than $36,000 at the time of their
heavenly home going.
The Sarasota Community Foundation , The Patterson
Foundation, and 522 people who partnered to raise
$93,669.09 in the 2018 Giving Challenge.
122 Volunteers who contributed 10,474 hours of love in
action.
We thank God for every one of you who partner with
Agape Flights.
TOGETHER we serve and fly for Jesus!

49,154 gallons of fuel burned

782 hours flown

439 takeoff & landing cycles

311 Missionary Affiliates

61 Mission Flights

212,903 lbs of cargo delivered

Your gifts propel this ministry...
Ways to give financially:
Mail (use the enclosed envelope) or Phone 941-488-0990
Online at www.agapeflights.com
To make a gift to assist with current needs, please specify General
Fund (where funds are needed most) or Aircraft Fund.

For gifts of stock, annuities, IRA, beneficiary
of an insurance policy or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape Flights,Inc. EIN # 59-2057436

To access Agape’s Fiscal Year 2018 – (October 1, 2017 – September 30, 2018) audited financial report and IRS 990 filing,
please visit: http://www.agapeflights.com/about-agape-flights/financial-information/
www.agapeflights.com
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Connect With Us:

www.agapeflights.com

New Agape Missionary Affiliates:

Celebrate with us...send us your
Agape stories and pictures!
2020 is Agape’s 40th year of Serving Christ by
Serving His Missionaries!
God has been so faithful to Agape, and
we want to see, share, and celebrate all
that He has done through Agape and the
missionaries we are blessed to serve.
Will you share your stories and pictures with us?
Attn: Abby Duncan, Communications Manager
Online- www.agapeflights.com
E-mail- communications@agapeflights.com
Mail- 100 Airport Ave E., Venice, FL 34285

Joel & Becky Browning, Loving Shepherd Ministries
Les Cayes, Haiti
Jade Burley, Freedom International Ministries
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Wilkens Derival, Bethel United Methodist, Computers for Education Les Cayes, Haiti
Enoc Jean & Marie Desrosiers, Haiti Water Aid
Les Cayes, Haiti
Christopher & Marissa Dove, Project Manana
Santiago, Dominican Republic

Fritz & Janelle Kenol, New Horizon Foundation
Port au Prince, Haiti
Michelet & Benithe Pierre-Louis, Cite-Lumiere
Les Cayes, Haiti
Benjamin & April Roach. United Pentecostal
Church of Haiti, Port au Prince, Haiti

Check out our new mission video,
“Imagine with us...” on the Agape
Flights’ website or request a DVD
to be sent to you to share with
your friends, family, and/or church
group. Send requests to: Carole
Leman, Director of Donor Relations
and Development, at Carole.Leman@
agapeflights.com

Agape Flights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in the United States and registered in the state of Florida. EIN 59-2057436. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE (1-800-HELP-FLA OR WWW.800HELPFLA.COM). REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION
BY THE STATE.

Due to unexpected circumstances, this update was inserted following the printing of Flightline....

MISSION INTERRUPTED:
IMPORTANT UPDATE
On Friday, March 29, 2019, the day was humming along as planned.

Agape’s Flightline newsletter had been sent to the printer, the finishing touches were
being made to the SUN ‘n FUN Airshow work schedule, and we were expecting the
return flight of the Piper Chieftain from Haiti with our pilots and two staff members...
Then, our hearts skipped a beat when the pilots activated a special message on the
aircraft’s SPOT tracking device, and our Agape email received the following message:
Friday, 3/29/2019 1:33 PM
Device Name: Chieftain
Latitude: 18.57863, Longitude: -72.28479
GPS location Date/Time: 03/29/2019 13:33:30 EDT
Message: If you get this email, we are ok but need to speak with you as soon as possible.
The good news: WE ARE OK. The not so good news: the “need to speak with you
as soon as possible” message indicates there has been an abnormal occurrence. The
whirlwind of communication began, but all while resting in knowing everyone
was safe. Praise God!

The Piper Chieftain is safely secured
on Missionary Aviation Fellowship’s
(MAF’s) ramp at the PAP airport. We
are thankful for mission aviation
partnerships!

While staff members, Darin Martin and Rod Aldrich were waiting in Les Cayes, Haiti
to be picked up by Agape’s plane after missionary meetings, pilots Greg Haman
and Steve Koch had encountered an internal (right) engine issue about 20
minutes after departing from Port au Prince (PAP) and made the decision to
return to the PAP airport. The pilots declared an emergency to the PAP Center, but
beyond the engine issue, the landing was completely uneventful with no injuries or
damage to the aircraft. Greg said, “We did what we train to do. This is an example
of why we exclusively utilize multi-engine aircraft for our ministry operations.”
Steve and Greg landed and secured the aircraft at the Port au Prince (PAP) airport
and returned to the states on a commercial flight. Staff members Darin and Rod
were well taken care of by Mark Stockeland, Haiti Bible Mission, and Missionary
Aviation Fellowship until they could return to the states the following evening.
The plan as of Monday, April 1: to bring the engine back to the Agape hangar
where Greg Haman, Agape’s Director of Maintenance, will disassemble the engine,
assess the damage, and reassemble the engine after making the necessary repairs.
>> Estimated costs associated with these preliminary plans to

repair the Chieftain could be up to $25,000.

As you will read in Flightline, the Embraer is undergoing 6 weeks of scheduled
maintenance, and the Chieftain was being used to provide “uninterrupted” service to
our missionaries. Even after planning well, the unexpected happens. We know God
is in control, He is faithful, and He uses many to be the “wind beneath our wings.”

A former missionary couple who heard about the Chieftain’s engine issue
called to make the first $500 gift towards the cost of the repairs. Will you please
join them in prayer and giving to help get the Agape aircraft back in the air?

The Embraer 110, or EmBARE, is
undergoing 6 weeks of scheduled
maintenace in Lakeland, Florida.

Donate by mail,
phone, or our website.
To make a gift for the
Chieftain engine repairs,
please note: Engine Repair*
For gifts in support of all
current aircraft needs:
Aircraft Funding
*If contributions for the
Chieftain engine repairs
exceed the costs, funds will be
directed to Aircraft Funding.
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