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God-given

PILOTING with PURPOSE

AARON BHOLARAMSINGH

Aaron grew up in Ghana
admiring the airplanes that
flew in. He knew someday
that he wanted to fly. He is
now using his aviation skills to
serve millions.

The pilots at Agape Flights are a team of true aviation
professionals with hearts as big as they come. They
consist of pilots who have retired from aviation careers,
flown in various commercial operations and some
who have trained specifically for mission aviation. Each
pilot has undergone intense training on the Embraer
110, and completes an annual checkride to ensure
safety and proficiency. Although most of the pilots are
volunteers, they take their jobs very seriously and accept
the same responsibility as if they were paid employees.
Flying in countries of the Caribbean has its own special
challenges and our pilots are experienced and equipped
to handle these challenges so that the critical supplies
we carry are delivered in a timely and safe manner.
Being a missionary pilot is truly a unique and very
special kind of flying. This is not about fancy flying in
the Caribbean; it is a hot, dirty, hands-on, boots on
the ground job. Agape pilots are passionate about
using their skills as aviators to serve God by providing
a much needed service to His missionaries.

DOUG GRABER
Doug spent several years as
a missionary in Haiti. Flying
for Agape gives him the
chance to keep connected
to the people and a country
he fell in love with.

JEFF YANNUCCIELLO
Some favorites: hot sauce,
swimming, roller coasters, the
Broncos, Is. 40:29-31...
Jeff has been with Agape since
2004, “using his God-given skills
to serve the Body of Christ and
further the Kingdom of Jesus
Christ.”

Each pilot’s story is unique and is a true testimony to
using giftings and experiences to serve God and His
people. Read more about the Agape pilots on page 4.

STEVE KOCH
Steve has flown everything from
corporate to cargo to passengers
to air ambulances, and also has a fun
biplane tour service in Louisville. He loves
using flying to serve God!

JIM LEWIS
Jim has been flying for 50 years
total (11 with Agape). He has
even written a book, “Short
Tales by a Tall Pilot,” based on his
experiences.

From the ceo
ASKING FOR
SPECIFIC THINGS
“At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God
said, “Ask! What shall I give you?”
(I Kings 3:5)
Every time that Jennifer and I have family
visit our home in Southwest Florida we
desire to take them out to eat to enjoy
something different. Now remember, we
have five children, three are now married,
and two grandchildren. When you add
that total up, it turns into a dozen of us.
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The scenario is always the same: I ask,
“Where would you all like to have lunch
today?” Nobody claims to care where we
eat, just so long as we eat. Then, when we
are at the restaurant, looking at the menu,
someone will say how tired they are of
eating there and they wish we could go
somewhere else. My response is always
the same, “Speak up next time! I want to
take you someplace you like, so tell me
specifically where you want to go.”
It isn’t that big of a deal when it’s just
a restaurant menu, but what about the
things we need in life that only God can
give?
At Gibeon, the Lord very clearly said to
Solomon, “Ask! What shall I give you?”
It is apparent that Solomon was ready
with an answer. “Give to Your servant an
understanding heart to judge Your people,
that I may discern between good and evil”
(I Kings 3:9). The opportunity could have
been squandered on self, but Solomon
knew what he really needed was wisdom
for leadership. God gave Solomon exactly
what he asked for, plus so much more.
Over and over in the New Testament we
are told by God to ask and we will receive.
We are also told, “You do not have because
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you do not ask,” and sometimes when we
do ask, we ask with wrong motives and
our desires are totally self-centered (James
4:2-3). God is not like a genie in a bottle,
a great slot machine in the sky, or even a
kindly, old grandfather figure that passes
out gifts to his grandchildren. He is the
God of this universe and He stands ready to
meet the needs of His children who trust
Him and will ask specifically for the real
desires of their heart.
Recently I was asked by a dear friend,
“What are the greatest needs of Agape
Flights?” The question was not asked conversationally, it was an inquiry of how my
friend might be able to assist the ministry
of Agape Flights. I replied in this manner:
“Agape Flights has many immediate needs.
We need a backup aircraft, additional staff
and financial resources. We need more
churches, businesses and individuals to
partner with us. Indeed, we have many
needs.”
As I reflected upon that conversation this
was my prayer: “Father, help me to think
deeply about this passage of scripture.
Had I been in Solomon’s position, it would
have been tempting to ask for all the
“stuff” that brings temporary pleasure.
Help the desires of my heart be the desires
you have for Agape Flights and the missionaries that we serve. Help me ask for,
believe, and receive the thing that will first
bring you glory and then be a blessing to
those Agape Flights’ Missionary Affiliates.
Just like Solomon, I ask for wisdom to lead
and care for your 375 missionaries that
we are privileged to serve. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.”
His Servant & Your Friend,

hangar happenings
When the moon hits your eye like a big pizza PIE...that’s AGAPE!
Pizza PIE, dessert PIE, moon PIE, cow
PIE fly, a PIE auction, and even PIE the
CEO were just some of the highlights
of this year’s Pie in the Sky, an Agape
Flight’s open hangar.
On March 7th, 350 guests were
welcomed into the Agape hangar
by staff, board members, and 50
volunteers (THANK YOU!) to enjoy
food, fellowship, fun, and to learn how
and why we fly.
1
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A Baker’s Dozen+ of pies were
graciously donated and bid on in
our pie auction to benefit the engine
overhaul. Silent auction items were a
“hit” (literally) as people generously
bid on pieing the CEO, a fishing trip,
and a leather pilot’s jacket.
175 new visitors to the hangar and
$14,000+ raised. Praise God!
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1 Agape volunteers serving up pie 2 CEO
Allen Speer getting pied in the face by his beautiful
bride, Jennifer Speer 3 Centerpieces helped to
tell the Agape story & history, by providing visuals
of things that are often sent to the mission field
and stories of how they are used to help fulfill
missions 4 Missionary Sherrie Fausey, Port Au
Prince, Haiti, blessed us with her presence at the
event 5 Missionary Audrey Volz, Cap Haitien,
Haiti, bringing smiles to guests!

Agape Volunteers Rock!
On March 28 the hangar was transformed into
a 1950’s style diner as a way to say “thank you”
to our amazing volunteers. Agape’s Diner:
Serving up burgers, floats & a whole lotta love!
Allen, our CEO, put on his soda jerk hat and grilled burgers,
staff put on roller skates and served lunch and root beer
floats, and we all enjoyed listening to 50’s tunes streaming
from the juke box. Missionaries wrote and sent in thank
you notes for the volunteers to read at the event. Here is
an excerpt from a missionary thank you:

Pie in the Sky

A BIG thank you to
local businesses for their
incredible generosity:
Althea’s
Burgundy Square Cafe
Café Venice
Crow’s Nest Restaurant
Dairy Queen
Der Dutchman Restaurant & Bakery
Detwiler’s Farm Market
Gianni’s Pizza
Gold Rush BBQ
Papa’s Meat Market
Peach’s
Perkins Restaurant & Bakery
Suncoast Cafe
Sweet Treats & Gifts
Venetian Coffee Roasters
Winn-Dixie
Yoder’s Restaurant

“The 2015
Volunteer
Appreciation
Event was
just fantastic...
You can take
me back to the
50’s anytime .
. . ‘cause that’s
where I still live.”
--Mike
Zimmerman
(volunteer)

GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU WHO VOLUNTEER AT AGAPE!!! I can
not imagine my life without you...AMAZING that I can shop at
Walmart even when I am here, but even more so is the fact that
you willingly give your time to help us be able to stay and work
here in Haiti. You ARE a part of every AGAPE missionary’s life and
work... Love and prayers, Linda Blankenship | NW Haiti
www.agapeflights.com

3

Piloting with Purpose (continued from pg 1)

Mission flying memories...
Many of my “flying” memories are more about
time spent with the missionaries while on the
ground. For example, my first year with Agape, I
helped the Johnson family set up a movie screen
on the side of their Dodge Ram 15 passenger van.
They then used it to show a Billy Graham movie
to a whole community in an open soccer field.
Another time, after running a medical clinic all day
with the Sabados, it was really fun to see them get
paid with a live pig and 2 chickens! --Jeff Yannucciello

FLIGHT EXPERIENCE MINIMUMS:
1. For Captain (PIC)
a. Total Time = 1,000 hrs.
b. Multi-Engine Total = 400 hrs.
c. Turbine Time = 300 hrs.
d. * Preferably 50 hrs. as a First Officer, getting
familiar with Agape Flights area of operation.
2. For First Officer (SIC)
a. Total Time = 500 hrs.
b. Multi-Engine Total = 200 hrs.
c. Turbine Time = 10 hrs. – This can be obtained in Initial Training with Agape Flights.

My home church in Louisville sends a medical mission team to the DR every February. So one of my favorite memories is
when I was able to deliver the supplies for those missions. --Steve Koch
Landing in Jeremie on an unimproved gravel strip right along the water. Then the Stockelands took us to the beach to
see the gorgeous cove they swim in and then fed us lunch. We always look forward to spending the evenings with the
missionary families and hearing about their work, joys and challenges. --Doug Graber

Licenses Required:
All pilots must have an FAA
Commercial Pilot’s License –
Multi-Engine, Instrument rating

THANK YOU PILOTS
for your hard work, service & sacrifice.
WE APPRECIATE YOU!

Wedding Season: From Hangar to Field
FW: a very special thank you
Hi Jeff, Rod, Carole and all who were part of the quick find on the meringue
powder. You are a life saver. :) Thanks so much for going the extra mile in getting
something which may seem so small and yet very significant for us who have a
special cake decorator come visit once a year. What Helene thought she left
here last year, wasn’t here and so we greatly appreciate you filling a very last
minute request to buy the powder.
Here is a picture to show you a little of what she does for the wedding ministry
here. Thanks so much for making it possible for her to continue to use her
days (and nights) to the fullest for the remainder of the week. She tells us that
she can make 300 roses a batch....probably 10 more batches before she goes on
Sunday. That will last us a whole year or more for the many weddings that will take
place.
Thanks again for meeting our request;
We are so thankful for you all.

1,900 small flowers, 700 large
flowers, the cake, and the
decorations on it were made with
the delivered meringue powder

God Bless,
Deb and Rod Wray
4
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Notes from the field

Haitian Weddings: uniting, encouraging, freeing

I

Notes from Rod & Debbie Wray serving in Les Cayes, Haiti

n Haiti, there is no option for a couple to elope or
be married in front of a justice of the peace. The
only recognized marriage in Haiti is when you have a
wedding dress, invite family and friends and put on
a reception. Unfortunately for many Haitians, this is
never a possibility due to lack of funds. For Christian
folks, this is especially embarrassing and sad as they
are never allowed to be involved in the church, sing
in the choir, teach Sunday school, or help
in any way. They are considered to be
living in sin and are only allowed to sit
at the back of the church on Sunday
mornings. In reality, these poor folks
are under guilt and bondage and are
not even allowed to dedicate their
children to the Lord. Many of them
have been faithfully together for
years and often they have children and
grandchildren, however, they have never
had the money available to get married.
We believe that the Lord directed us to begin
the wedding ministry about 6 years ago, when a
Haitian pastor explained the desire of several couples
in his church who desperately wanted to get married
and asked if we could help. We had a visiting team
coming and when we asked them about it, they
jumped on board, bringing wedding dresses, suits,
flowers and rings. Since then, we have probably
helped more than 600 couples to get married.
Usually we ask the Haitian pastors to limit the

wedding to a maximum of 25 couples at any one time.
The normal wedding day goes something like this:
We leave the camp and travel to the village where the
wedding will be held. Immediately when we arrive
in the church yard, we set up several rooms and the
ladies on the team help the Haitian ladies get dressed
in a wedding dress and the men on the team help the
men find an appropriate suit. When both bride and
groom are dressed and ready, we fit them with
rings and then begin taking pictures of the
couple. When pictures are finished, they
are escorted into the church and when
all couples are ready, the service begins.
The local Haitian pastors take care of the
service and all the details of marrying the
couples. In fact, I seldom, if ever, go into
the church myself, and I wear jean shorts
and a t-shirt to make sure of that. After the
marriage service is completed we as a team
serve food and pop for the reception. After
the reception we begin printing photos (sometimes
this takes us well into the night) and the following
morning we give the couples a beautiful photo album
in exchange for them returning the wedding clothes.
Many of the couples have thanked us and told
how they are now liberated and set free from the
guilt and bondage that they were under. Quite
often the couples will have their children dedicated
to the Lord immediately following the wedding.

www.agapeflights.com
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Notes from the field
Then on that day David first appointed the singing of praises to the LORD by Asaph and his kindred.
“O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples.”
1 Chronicles 15:7

The Tuba:

When it got here, I chose the
trombone player who had the best
low notes to try the tuba. He caught
on in a matter of two lessons. He’s
now the ‘foot’ underneath the band.

In March a tuba, euphonium and several
keyboards were loaded on to the Agape plane
and sent to the mission field to be used as a
teaching tool and to create a joyful noise for the
Lord and His people!

Cayes, I was there to pick them up
at the gate. A day later, the tuba, a
euphonium and several keyboards
were here at my place! To God be
the glory!

was home in Pennsylvania
“forI January
and February and

a generous donor funded 1/2
of a tuba for my ministry here.
The ministry (ASAPH TEACHING
MINISTRY) paid the rest, and I
was able to purchase the brand
new tuba on-line. As the story
goes when God is leading, good
people got involved and amazing
things happened. A friend of a
friend connected me to Lancaster
Bible College where the items
were mailed to Venice (Agape
Flights) at no cost to me or my
ministry! When they arrived here in

I worked as a school administrator
here in the Aquin area since 1992.
The last few years I’ve been doing
a lot of music teaching. Along
the way, I started collecting used
trumpets and trombones. I started
a group of about 12 teenagers in
September of 2013. I figured I’d
find about two or three who could
adapt to playing the instruments
well. They ALL did. A year later we
had the beginnings of a brass band
(fanfa = Haitian word for band).
We sounded good, but didn’t have
that big bass you need under a
music ensemble. SO, I went home
to PA hoping and praying for a
tuba. God brought us a great one!

I was a band director back in the
states. I had no idea kids here
would be so quick to pick up brass
instruments, though I knew they
had great ears for music. It’s been a
fun ride seeing them develop.
We play for church events mostly.
We played at a mission school
where they fed us pizza and soft
drinks! :) We’ve played for several
concerts in town and out of town
now. We’ve played at soccer games.
We do the big Flag Day parade.
In Haiti, people associate brass
bands with funerals. When you
hear a trumpet, people say, ‘Who
died?’ I want to change that a little.
It’s a great group of kids. I’m proud
of them (Does it show?).
My thanks to AGAPE for the
service that you provide! You truly
open doors that would otherwise
be closed.

”

Follow God,
Andy Stump | ASAPH Teaching
Ministries | Passe-bois-d’orme, Haiti

GRADUATION: a mission accomplished!
May was a month of graduations and celebrating great
accomplishments in education on the mission field. Agape
delivered boxes of graduation caps, gowns, and supplies to several
schools throughout the mission field. Both of these graduates
pictured, Bernaldo (Haitian, left) and Shekinah Davis (Dominican
missionary, right) among others, are going on to attend college.
God is good!
6
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Giving update

Aircraft Engine Overhaul and Update
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by
day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix
our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
2 Corinthians 4:16-18
If we had let it, the entire engine overhaul process could have easily
become more than “a time of light and momentary trouble.” And there
were days that we could have easily lost heart. One of those days
occurred shortly after the engine had been torn down, and the Covington
team could actually inspect the many components of the gas generator.
That day, we received word that the engine would require more work
than anticipated, and accordingly, the cost for the overhaul would be
more than the original estimate. $56,000 more – ouch!
Prior to the actual work, the original “worst case scenario” estimates all
ranged around $160,000. Instead, the final cost was $216,000.*
Funds to pay the invoice came from:
$135,567.47 - gifts made that were designated specifically for the engine overhaul.
$80,432.53 - gifts made to Agape’s General Fund
__________________________________________
$216,000.00 –Paid in full. Praise the Lord!!
*the $216,000 total overhaul expense includes $16,700 for the use of a rental engine while the overhaul work was completed.
We chose to not fix our eyes on the cost, but instead on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what
is unseen is eternal. How could we not? Throughout the year, there are 375 missionary families who depend on
the timeliness of our flights. God has been, God is, and will continue to be faithful.
Even though it wasn’t our desire to utilize the general fund resources in this way, we are so thankful that through
Agape’s faithful donors, God provided the needed resources for the engine overhaul.
Together with you, we trust God to meet our current day to day needs.
Our Embraer 110 aircraft is temporary, but it is certainly an essential tool to accomplish what is “unseen and
eternal.” Thank you for all the ways you sacrifice and give to make sure that 375 missionary families have,
what they need, when they need it. With your help, it’s only the next flight away.

Every gift, no matter what the amount, is a huge blessing!
Ways to Give
Mail (use the enclosed envelope)
or phone 941-488-0990
Online at www.agapeflights.com
For gifts of stock, annuities,
IRA, beneficiary of an insurance
policy or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape Flights,Inc.
EIN # 59-2057436

When you make a financial investment in Agape Flights, your gift supports nearly 400
missionary families and their ministries; reaching more than a million people with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and humanitarian aid in Haiti, the Dominican Republic and the
Bahamas.
Questions? Contact Carole Leman, Director of Development,
Ph: 941-488-0990 or Carole.Leman@agapeflights.com
To make a gift to assist with current needs, please specify General Fund (where funds are
needed most) or Aircraft Fund.

Agape Flights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in the United States and registered in the state of Florida. EIN 59-2057436. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE (1-800-HELP-FLA OR WWW.800HELPFLA.COM). REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

www.agapeflights.com
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FLIGHTLINE is published four times a year from Agape Flights in Venice, Fla. Send article ideas, comments, and questions
about FLIGHTLINE to Communications Manager, Abby Duncan at: communications@agapeflights.com

If you prefer to receive an email version of the FLIGHTLINE newsletter or to be removed from our mailing list, please email:
gomissions@agapeflights.com or call the Agape Office: 941.488.0990.

Connect With Us:

Did you know that you don’t need a
Facebook account to see what’s new
with Agape? That’s right, just take a
look at our website--it’s all right there!

Reminder! Reminder!
The Giving Partner’s

Giving Challenge

Sept. 1 @ 12pm - Sept. 2 @ 12pm
The Giving Challenge is a 24-hour online giving
event which includes the opportunity for Agape
Flights to benefit from the availability of matching
dollars and grant incentives.
Last year, through the generosity of our donors and
the local foundations associated with the Giving
Challenge, Agape Flights raised more than $55,000.
Stay tuned - details to follow.

