
Dear Agape Family,
This morning at around 2:30 AM I was driving my truck down typical, 
terrible roads full of pot holes that would swallow most vehicles. Hurricane 
Maria’s outer bands were over us, rain was pouring down. I first had to 
get our kids dropped off at one missionary’s house, and then go back for 
my wife. In the back seat was my wife, in labor. About half way to our 
destination her water broke. It took us about 40 long minutes to get to COTP 
[Children of the Promise] where there were two midwifes eagerly awaiting 
our arrival. We arrived at COTP at exactly 4:00 and she was already fully 
dilated. She labored for another hour and then began pushing at 5:00 AM. 
At 5:48 AM we met our healthy, handsome amazing son Kendrix. 

Agape’s commitment to us a few weeks ago when they got me my truck 
parts has played over in the back of my mind all day. Our past few weeks 
would have been so much more complicated 
without the partnership of Agape...You guys 
went so far above and beyond it blows me 
away. Thank you over and over again.

Please join with us today as we Praise God for our 
healthy son and Nikkis amazing health. 

Thank you,  Nick Stolberg | New Roots Haiti
Cap Haitien, Haiti
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T         Ihank you for partnering with us this year to serve 
far above and way beyond.  Because of your giving 
and trust in Agape Flights, we were able to serve 

not just the Stolberg family, but 350+ mission partners 
throughout the nations of the Caribbean, so that they in 
turn can serve far above and way beyond.

Here are some recent missionary stories from the field:

In a month’s time “R” is up over 
3kg from his admit weight. He’s 
recovered from malnutrition 
and is no longer needing his 
special milk or mamba. We’re so 
happy with his progress! Thank 
you for all the prayers for this 
sweet boy! 
--Children of the Promise | Cap Haitien, Haiti

The past three days have been full of God’s goodness!

We have celebrated a new well which 
provides clean water for a community off 
of Km28, our interns Jessica and David 
gave testimonies and lead worship, we 
provided two medical clinics, ministered 
to widows, and gave out donations of 
chocolate milk!

Thank you to all of our supporters and 
those that help keep this ministry going!  
--Sabado Family | Corazon Del Siervo
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Because of your partnership and 
generosity Agape love is being spread far above and 
way beyond.  Whether it’s custom and critical parts for 
a truck being delivered, life-saving medical supplies, 
Thanksgiving meals for missionaries, or responding 
to hurricane devastation – we are thankful and we are 
blessed.  Praise God with us as you read through this 
edition of Flightline and see all that God is doing in and 
through Agape Flights and the missionaries we serve.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS-

The Agape Flights’ Board of 
Directors met in Venice, Fla., on 
Oct. 25th. 

The board welcomed a new 
member, David Yohn, owner 
of iBusiness Solutions in 
Lakeweood Ranch, Fla.  Yohn 
has traveled to Haiti on a 
mission trip with Agape 
missionary affiliates and 
participated in corporate 
sponsorship of Agape’s Pie 
in the Sky event.  On his trip 
to Haiti, David witnessed 
firsthand the importance of 
Agape Flights getting critical 
supplies in the hands of 
missionaries. 

As we welcome Yohn to give us 
a 9 member board of directors, 
we also recognize the 
outstanding dedication and 
servant leadership provided 
by Steve Koch for the last 9 
years.  The Agape Flights board 
and staff took time before the 
Oct. 25th board meeting to 
thank Steve for his board chair 
leadership with words and gifts of appreciation.  Agape has been truly blessed 
by Steve Koch, and we are so thankful that even though his board term has 
ended, he continues to serve as a volunteer pilot and incredible ambassador 
for Agape Flights.

Kyle Henson was elected chair for the coming year.  Ed Loomis was elected vice 
chair.  Adrienne McCutcheon was elected secretary.  Charlie Thompson was re-
elected treasurer.

Thank you God for your blessing of each one of these individuals as they 
give their time, talents, and resources to help propel this ministry!

Board updates
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FLIGHTLINE

Agape Flights’ Board of Directors
(from left to right)

David Yohn, Kimberly McCallum, Bradley Hume, Ed 
Loomis, Craig Faulkner, Charlie Thompson, Kyle Henson, 

Adrienne McCutcheon, Dan Manningham

Agape Flights’ CEO, Allen Speer (right), praying and 
giving thanks for former Board Chair, Steve Koch (left) at 
a ceremony honoring Steve for his extraordinary service 

to the Agape Flights Board of Directors.

FLIGHTLINE is published four times a year from Agape Flights in 
Venice, Fla. Send article ideas, comments, and questions about FLIGHTLINE to 
Communications Manager, Abby Duncan at: communications@agapeflights.com 

If you prefer to receive an email version of the FLIGHTLINE newsletter or to be 
removed from our mailing list, please email: gomissions@agapeflights.com or call 
the Agape Office: 941.488.0990.  

Please note that Agape Flights will be closed from Friday, Dec. 
22, 2017 at 4 p.m. (EST) until 8 a.m. Tuesday, January 2, 2018.

www.agapeflights.com
mailto:gomissions@agapeflights.com
mailto:gomissions@agapeflights.com
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Reasons to rejoice

Far Above. Way Beyond.
Notes from the Field....

Greetings to everyone!

We want to thank everyone for all the 
great help and the great day we had 
today handling the largest load ever 
delivered to Cayes.

The operation went very smoothly 
and without a hitch.  Thanks 
especially to the Agape Flights team 
for taking care of the folks in Cayes, 
Haiti.

Also, we give a special thanks to Rob 
Thompson and RMI for allowing us to 
be wonderfully assisted by providing 
their box truck.  The availability of 
the box truck certainly expedited and 
simplified the transportation of the 
cargo from the airport to the Agape 
Depot.  And after we arrived at the 
Depot unloading and sorting took 
place with many helping hands and 
smiling faces and joyful conversation.  
It was hot.  It was very hot.  But we 
had a good time!

This was a good day!  Thank you all 
very much!!!

Sincerely,

Andy & Debbie Roemer  | Hopesource 
International Inc. | Les Cayes, Haiti

Hey Agape! Thank you so much for 
getting us our things and special 
food order this week. We appreciate 
you guys so much.  Please thank the 
grocery shopper for us personally 
because his/her willingness to go do 
that always blesses our family. 

The Germeil Family | Haiti Bible 
Mission | Jeremie, Haiti 

I think it is really great that you give 
turkeys to the customs guys.  How 
thoughtful!!  

Sherrie Fausey  | Christian Light 
School | Port au Prince, Haiti

In mid-October, Agape’s maintenance 
team, including Greg Haman, Chief 
Mechanic, and a volunteer team of 
four AMTs [Aviation Maintenance 

Technicians], completed a 300 hour, B2, periodic aircraft inspection on the 
Embraer 110 aircraft.  The inspection was initially scheduled to be completed 
in one week, but due to complications discovered during final runs and 
checks, it turned into two weeks (October 16 to October 30).  

During this time, the maintenance team also completed several other tasks 
beyond the scope of the inspection, including minor repairs to the LH 
engine and replacement of several cockpit windows.

We are extremely thankful for the Chieftain, our second aircraft, which 
allowed us to continue our regular service to the missionaries while the 
Embraer 110 was down for maintenance.   

EMB-110 300 HR Inspection

Giving thanks for...
A multitude of donors who fully funded this year’s $30,000+ 
Missionary Thanksgiving Program.

Our 2017 Thanksgiving flight sponsor, 
Regulator Marine, Inc.

The “fixins box” packing team from The Bridge Church, Venice, 
Florida.

Students from Sarasota Christian School and Venice Christian 
School for decorating the boxes. 

“A joyful heart has a continual feast“
--Proverbs 15:15

Thank you for blessing missionary families with
“JOY in a box” this Thanksgiving!
When Agape’s Thanksgiving “boxes and birds” are delivered to the 
mission field, it might as well be labeled “JOY in a box” - or for some of the 
missionaries, the joy comes from that great can of whipped cream! 

For pictures and “notes of thanks” from the field, visit the Agape Flights 
website: www.agapeflights.com

“Thank you once again for doing these 
Thanksgiving boxes. 

We truly do appreciate it!” 

Seth and Melissa Johnson
Cap Haitien, Haiti

www.agapeflights.com
www.agapeflights.com
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“I am writing to let you know that our church 
is thankful for the blessings we got from you. 
In the pictures you will see the happiness of the 
people who recognizes that everything we got 
came from God.” -Iglesia Pentecostal 
El Cocal-Baracoa

Disaster relief | Hurricane Irma

AS IRMA THEN TURNED TOWARD FLORIDA, AGAPE MADE PREPARATIONS; 
including evacuating the aircraft north and securing the hangar to the best of our ability.  
After learning of the devastation Hurricane Irma brought to our south Florida neighbors, 
Agape Flights’ Board Chair, Steve Koch, rallied together several Kentucky churches 
(Phos Community Church in Crestwood, Kentucky, and the Brownsboro and Clifton campuses 
of Northeast Christian Church in Louisville) to fill the Embraer 110 aircraft with relief supplies 
for those in need.  The Embraer 110 returned to Florida with 2,700 lbs of relief supplies, 
including 200 lbs of water purification units donated by WaterStep International. 
Supplies were distributed by several Venice agencies and Next Level Church in Fort Myers.  
We thank God that our hangar received only minor damage!

SEPTEMBER 6: Hurricane Irma, a category 5 hurricane with maximum sustained winds of 183 MPH, 
became one of the most powerful hurricanes ever recorded in the Atlantic.

This highly destructive hurricane approached the eastern coast of Cuba (in Guantanamo) on Thursday, Sep-
tember 7th.  Hurricane Irma battered the entire north coast for 4 days.  At 8:00 p.m. on Monday, September 11th, 
the hurricane finally left Cuban territory leaving a huge amount of devastation in its wake.  

•	 Approximately 2,000,000 persons were evacuated from 
their homes and sought refuge with their relatives, 
neighbors, in emergency shelters or in local churches.

•	 Irma caused considerable environmental, economic, 
and social damage throughout the country; more 
specifically, there is inadequate supply of safe water for 
human consumption; significant loss of coastal dunes, 
forests, fruit trees, as well as seed granaries, banana 
and other crops; total or partial destruction of houses, 
health and educational centers, markets, bridges, and 
access roads to communities.

•	 Widespread flooding promoted unsanitary conditions 
which have resulted in health issues.

•	 Many communities remain without electricity and 
telecommunications, due to extensive infrastructural 
damage to the national network.

•	 The tourism industry, the main source of income for 
the Cuban economy, was seriously impacted, due to 
the destruction of hotel infrastructure.

Information provided by the Cuban Council of Churches

DURING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER  16:
Hurricane relief efforts took place in the areas of 
Guantanamo, Baracoa, Camaguey, Ciego De Avila, 
and Villa Clara, Cuba.  Allen Speer, Agape’s CEO, worked 
on the ground with the United Methodist South West 
District Cuba Coordinator, Dan Christopherson, the 
Cuban Council of Churches,  the National Evangelical 
Seminary and 11 churches to distribute 19,980 pounds 
(80,000+ meals) of basic food needs to those affected 
by Hurricane Irma.  In addition to food, laundry 
and bathing soap was purchased and distributed.
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Disaster Relief | Hurricane Maria

SEPTEMBER 20: Hurricane Maria made landfall on Puerto Rico, devastating the island

•	 From 9/28 – 11/2 Agape completed 5 flights and sent 1 sea container, delivering a total of 35,752 lbs of love to 
benefit the people of Puerto Rico living in the following areas: Aguadilla, Aibonito, Mayaguez, and San Juan.  

•	 Generous donors* provided the finances and resources to deliver critical relief supplies in the form of 
generators, chainsaws, non-perishable food, solar lights, water purification tablets, Sawyer water filtration 
systems, diapers, baby food/formula, tarps, personal care items, gas cans, and cleaning supplies.

•	 We are thankful for the trusted “boots on the ground” supply distribution network through 
the missions of Calvary Chapel, Casa Ulrich, Center Christian Restoration, Love the Nations, 
Plenitud PR,  Mennonite Disaster Service, The Vineyard Church, and United Pentecostal Church!

From Love the Nations (distribution/mission partner on the ground in 
Puerto Rico) 10/3/17 Facebook update:

We had the opportunity to serve over 700 people yesterday!  One group went to 
a 14 story high rise of elderly to set them up water, food, and hygiene products. 
Another group is setting up a relief center in a warehouse, while another group 
is setting up mobile water filtration stations with cisterns, hooking up our 
Sawyer filters to the cistern buckets!  There are still a lot of people in need, a lot 
of people are still without basic needs.  We still have lots of work to do!  Puerto 
Rico will rise up! The church will do its job!

*With gratitude to: Chica’s Furry Friends, Midwest Food Bank, Operation Bullpen, WaterStep, and the many individuals, churches, and organizations who so 
generously contributed their resources to aid in Puerto Rico relief.  You are a blessing!  

Please join us in prayer as we plan to make 1-2 more relief flights to Puerto Rico, and another 
humanitarian aid flight to Cuba in the early part of the new year.  

AGAPE PILOTS GO FAR ABOVE & WAY BEYOND

We are incredibly blessed by these men who have dedicated their time and 
talents to serve the Lord through mission aviation.  Agape pilots have been 
working extremely hard planning and flying extra flights into new places, 
with limited communication, while maintaining our “normal” operations. 

www.agapeflights.com
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Agape Flights is a member of the 
Combined Federal Campaign, through 
Christian Aid USA.

CFC Code: 12199

Federal employees and military personnel can use this web 
portal from anywhere in the world to pledge donations to 
Agape Flights. 

Giving UPDATE

Shop Amazon?

Support Agape Flights when you 
shop at smile.amazon.com!

Same products.  Same pricing.  
More good!

Select “Agape Flights, Inc.” as your charity 
of choice when shopping AmazonSmile, 
and the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate 0.5% of the purchase price from 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 

Agape Flights.

Now that’s something to 
smile about!

TO HELP MAKE YOUR CFC CHARITABLE CHOICE SEE: 
www.charitychoices.com/charity/agape-flights

TO GIVE THROUGH CFC: CFCgiving.OPM.gov | CFC# 12199

Chieftain UPDATE

Because you responded so generously, only $3,833.55 had to be used 
from Agape’s “General Fund” towards the October 2017 0% interest 
payment of $65,000 for the Chieftain aircraft purchase.  Praise God 
and thank you!

With two payments down, we only have ONE more payment to 
reach PAID IN FULL in October of 2018.  So far, $10,000 has been 
pledged toward the final $65,000 payment.  We are trusting in God for 
the remaining $55,000 towards this vital ministry tool.  

smile.amazon.com
www.charitychoices.com/charity/agape-flights
CFCgiving.OPM.gov
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From the CEO

WE TRUST… in the shelter of God’s presence and provision… 
“Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 
Almighty.  I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom 
I trust.”  --Psalm 91:1-2

Trust changes everything.  As I reflect on many years of serving Christ in 
ministry, I have often observed the ebb and flow of trust and how the 
presence or absence of trust impacts ministry.

Dan Busby, President of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability 
(ECFA), writes in his book, “Trust,”  that there is a power of trust -- Trust that a 
ministry is reliable, good, honest – based on the truth of God’s Word is undeniable.  
As these ministries experience high trust, their impact grows 
exponentially.  Trust changes everything. 

As we trust in the shelter of God’s presence and provision, I 
THANK YOU for finding Agape Flights trustworthy of your 
investment.  As 2017 comes to a close it’s been a year to thank 
God for His blessings, unexpected ministry opportunities, and 
the resources to answer His call. 

Because of you and your financial gifts in 2017…

•	 The Embaer 110 had a successful and $225,000 paid- in-
full engine overhaul.

•	 Two well-maintained aircraft served more than 350 
missionary families with 65 timely flights of mail, supplies, 
and blessings! 

•	 Millions of people throughout Haiti, the Dominican 
Republic, and the Bahamas received God’s love, care, and 
hope through trustworthy mission partners on the field.

•	 Thousands of Cubans marveled at the gift of clean water, food, and milk for their children.
•	 And Puerto Ricans in post-hurricane crisis conditions were amazed by the generosity of generators, food, diapers, 

water purification units and more.  

And as we look forward to 2018, we trust that God’s provision will cover our need for…

•	 Additional ministry partners and Agape’s $1.3 million ministry budget.
•	 A $50,0000 new hangar roof to replace the one that leaks. (badly!) 
•	 Additional staff to join our team so that we can better serve our missionaries.
•	 A new forklift to replace our very “well-loved” one (approx. cost - $13,000)
•	 $55,000 to reach PAID IN FULL on the Piper Chieftain aircraft (due October 2018)

Thank you for praying for our missionaries and Agape Flights, telling others about this ministry that you love, 
and making a financial gift to help keep us flying.

I am asking you to prayerfully consider how God is leading you to sacrificially participate at the close of 2017 
so that we can continue “Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries.” 

I am deeply grateful for you and your trust…    

Allen T. Speer, CEO-Agape Flights

Your gifts propel this ministry...
Ways to give financially:
Mail (use the enclosed envelope)

Phone 941-488-0990

Online at www.agapeflights.com

For gifts of stock, annuities, IRA, beneficiary 
of an insurance policy or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape Flights,Inc. EIN # 59-2057436

To make a gift to assist with current needs, please specify 
General Fund (where funds are needed most).

Year-end Giving Tips for maximum tax benefits:
1. Checks must be dated & postmarked on or before Dec. 31, 2017. 
2.  Credit card gifts must be submitted online by 11:59pm (EST) Dec. 31, 2017.  
Agape Flights staff is available to process your credit card by phone until 4pm on 
Fri., Dec. 22.
3. To learn more about The IRA Charitable Rollover provision for individuals who 
have reached age 701/2 , please visit www.agapeflights.com

www.agapeflights.com
www.agapeflights.com
www.agapeflights.com
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Peace Love

Seasonal Residents with Permanent Florida Addresses, Please take a moment to read… 
As of January 2018, Agape Flights will use your northern address as your default mailing address. We have made this decision 
to better integrate the personal mail preference you set with the United States Postal Service, and decrease our mailing costs 
associated with forwarded and returned mail. Thank you so much for your understanding. 

If you prefer to set up a customized seasonal mailing arrangement with us, please contact Agape’s Donor Database Manager, 
Shelly Watkins, at 941-488-0990 or email: giving@agapeflights.com 

Connect With Us: 

www.agapeflights.com

Interested in becoming an event sponsor? 
Please contact Carole Leman at:
Carole.Leman@agapeflights.com or 941.488.0990.

Pie in the Sky Sponsor Opportunities:
Major Event Sponsor: $5,000 
Partnership Sponsor: $2,000
Fun Zone Sponsor: $1,250 
Banner Sponsor: $500

Details also available on our website: 
www.agapeflights.com/events

Agape Flights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in the United States and registered in the state of Florida. EIN 59-2057436. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE (1-800-HELP-FLA OR WWW.800HELPFLA.COM). REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Returned Mail

www.agapeflights.com/events
www.agapeflights.com
mailto:giving@agapeflights.com
mailto:carole.leman@agapeflights.com

