
IN THIS ISSUE:
Reasons to Rejoice [2-3]
Notes from the Field [4]

Hurricane Matthew Disaster Relief [5]
Thanksgiving/Cuba Update [6]

From the CEO [7]

December 2016

On October 24, 2016 we welcomed our newest 
family member, a Piper Chieftain aircraft 
(pictured above), with a time of prayer and 

thanksgiving.  This ministry tool, for which we have 
prayed, will help us to continue current ministry, while 
enabling us to expand.  

The Chieftain, N600AB, came from Arctic Barnabas 
Ministries in Kenai, Alaska and made its inaugural 
flight with Agape on November 8, 2016 on a Hurricane 
Matthew Relief Flight to Les Cayes, Haiti.  “The flight was 
flawless,” commented Pilot Steve Koch.

This cost-effective aircraft can carry approximately 1,700 
pounds of cargo/passengers and is equipped with pilot 
and cargo doors.  

God has been so faithful in providing our needs 
according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 4:19) and we are thankful.  As of October 
21, 2016, $98,000 has been pledged towards the total 
purchase price of $200,000, payable over 3 years at no 
interest.  

Agape Flights is a Christian aviation ministry, and 
without our main ministry tool, an aircraft, we are unable 
to do what God has called us to do.  As we welcome the 
Piper Chieftain to the Agape Flights family, we have also 
begun the overhaul process of the gas-generator section 
on the second engine of our twin-engine, Embraer 110 
aircraft.  Covington Aircraft is performing the overhaul 
and providing a rental engine for us to continue flying 
during this several month process.  Between extra relief 
flights, Thanksgiving flights, and heavy Christmas cargo,  
both planes are hard at work, and their top performance 
is essential!  

Our God is so good and so faithful, and although it 
has been a whirlwind of a couple of months between 
our inaugural flight to Cuba, Hurricane Matthew Relief 
Flights, bringing home a new plane, and preparing 
to renew the Embraer 110, we are thankful for God’s 
provision and for bringing along partnerships with 
people like you.  For more ways on how you can help 
keep us flying and delivering hope, see page 7.  Also, 
please continue to pray and praise God with us for all 
that He is doing in and through this aviation ministry 
and the missionaries we serve!  He is a good Father!

Prayer & Provision: Propelling Us Forward
“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”

--Philippians 4:19

Left: Greg 
Haman, AF 
Chief Mechanic 
(DOM)
Middle: Allen 
Speer, AF CEO
Right: Paul 
Hadfield, Pilot, 
Arctic Barnabas 
Ministries
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FLIGHTLINE

Hangar Upgrades- Thanks to the gift of a generous donor, the Agape hangar 
was able to receive some much needed interior upgrades, including a floor 
resurfacing and an interior paint job.  We are so appreciative of the exceptional 
work done by Dekscape on the hangar floor, and Jerry Smith Quality Painting 
on the hangar walls.  

New Tug - The Agape golf cart, used to move the plane, 
died in late August, and was replaced by a 2001 model 
United Tractor (mfg) SM-340 tug.  It pulls our E-110 with 
ease and we are loving it!

Board of Directors- The Agape Flights’ Board of 
Directors met in Venice, Fla., Oct. 26th.  The board 
welcomed a new member, Ed Loomis, a retired 
FAA Operations Inspector, retired Lt. Col. USAF/AF 
Reserve, and an incredible ambassador for 
Agape Flights.

As we welcome Ed to give us an 
8 member board of directors, we 
also recognize the outstanding 
dedication and servant leadership 
provided by Dick Armstrong over 
the last 7 years.

Steve Koch was re-elected as chair 
for the coming year.  Kyle Henson 
was elected vice chair.  Kimberly 
McCallum was re-elected secretary.  
Charlie Thompson was re-elected 
treasurer.

Ed Loomis

from top to bottom (left to right):

Adrienne McCutcheon, Kimberly 
McCallum, Bud Simon, Charlie 
Thompson, Steve Koch, Kyle 
Henson, Dan Manningham

Giving Challenge - What a “Bright Sun-Shiny Day!”
The online Giving Challenge, September 20-21, 2016 noon to noon, was a huge success for Agape Flights.  Thanks 
to over 460 gifts and 64 new donors to Agape Flights, our preliminary gift total, including matching funds is over 
$123,500.  Praise God!  Thank you to all who participated and gave during the 2016 Giving Challenge!

A BIG THANK YOU to the local foundations that made the Giving Challenge possible: The 2016 Giving 
Challenge was presented by the Community Foundation of Sarasota County with giving strengthened by The 
Patterson Foundation, as well as support from Manatee Community Foundation, John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation, William G. and Marie Selby Foundation, and the Herald-Tribune Media Group.

Greg Haman, Chief Mechanic (DOM), 
now also certified Agape pilot -

We are thrilled to 
announce that 
Greg Haman, 
Agape’s Chief 
Mechanic (DOM)
has completed the 
training and met the 
requirements for his 
multi-engine rating 
and commercial 
pilot’s license.

Greg has flown as a 
private pilot for over 
5 years, and started 
the journey to 
become a certified 
pilot for Agape 

about a year and a half ago.  

He completed his instrument rating 
in March and began studying and 
training for his multi-engine rating and 
commercial license in May.

We are thankful for former volunteer 
pilot Jim Lewis, and current volunteer 
pilot Rimas Miknaitis for using their 
time, talents, and resources to train and 
instruct Greg in this process.  

Haman made his first flight as an 
Agape First Officer in late October on a 
Hurricane Matthew Relief Flight.  

Haman on his first 
flight as an Agape 
First Officer (FO) in 
late October
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“It isn’t an exaggeration to say that near 100% crop loss is throughout Southern 
Haiti...Many homes, churches, and schools in our local and partnership church 
communities have lost roofs, and or the structures themselves...Many animals 
have been lost...Access to clean water has been dramatically reduced...”  
--Reciprocal Ministries International | Les Cayes, Haiti 

“There are so many people without homes or roofs.  All the trees that provide food / fruit have 
been destroyed.  Power lines and phone poles are down everywhere.  The hurricane felt like 
being in a tornado that just wouldn’t end.  If you guys can send tarps and tie downs that will 
help a lot of people.  Some of the schools and churches have been destroyed.  It’s unbelievable.” 
--Gladys Mungo | Haiti’s Children, Inc. | Les Cayes, Haiti

“Homes gone, trees down, no power, no water. It’s quite incredible to have lived through as we 
look around. We can’t go to the camp yet as hundreds of trees are blocking the way. Rod is out 
with the chainsaw again trying to clear the roads so we can get to more people.” 
--Rod & Debbie Wray | Camp Manahaim | Les Cayes, Haiti

“I’ve researched the major storms to hit Haiti for the last 150 years, and by far Matthew was the 
worst. There were two ladies of similar magnitude that hit the southwestern tip of Haiti in the 
1960’s, Flora and Cleo; but Matthew was like a slow-moving  bowling ball that passed directly 
down the alley between Jamaica,  Haiti,  and Cuba,  knocking down all the pins--only it showed 
a predilection for Haiti.” --Judith D’Amico | AEDCH | Port Au Prince, Haiti

[ Read more missionary notes & see pictures: www.agapeflights.com ]

Notes from the field | Hurricane Matthew Disaster Relief Hurricane Matthew disaster relief

Following the impact of the October 3, 2016 hurricane to the hardest hit areas 
of Jeremie and Les Cayes, Haiti, Agape’s first relief flight landed on Saturday, 
October 8, with 3,000 pounds of emergency relief supplies including, food, water 

purification tablets, tarps, generators and tools needed to begin the cleanup process. 

Hurricane News: Cargo Arrival 
October 8, 2016 

Our first shipment of cargo has arrived!  Agape 
was able to deliver the cargo to Jeremie 
safely!  What a huge praise that the first of the 
relief supplies were able to arrive and what a 
blessing Agape Flights have been...Please pray 
for the people of Jeremie and the surrounding 
countryside that are suffering due to loss of 
shelter, gardens and food... Haiti Bible Mission 
haitibiblemission.org | Jeremie, Haiti

The Stevenson family of North Carolina generously donated a 
flight and pilot in a King Air 350 for the October 26 relief flight.  
The flight carried 2,000 lbs of relief supplies, including tarps 
donated by Brantley Termite & Pest Control of Clearwater, Fla. 

2.1 MILLION
people affected

1.4 MILLION
people need assistance

800,000
people need food urgently

141,493
people displaced

According to an Oct. 31, 2016 report on 
Hurricane Matthew

done by the UN and Government:

12+
FLIGHTS CARRYING RELIEF

$104,614.70
DONATED

25,377  
LBS OF SUPPLIES

31,680 
MEALS

100+
FLIGHT HOURS

1
BIG GOD

“Last Sunday we had to get up early because the service at 
the Baptist Church in Gelee started at 7 am. The hurricane 
blew off some of the roof and so the  believers gathered early 
before it got too hot. The mood was serious because many 
had lost almost everything; but also there was a thankful 
spirit there because we are still alive. Frantz was preaching 
about Jeremiah 29 where it says: to seek the best for the city 
meaning to build, plant, marry, and pray. We hope that our 
brothers and sisters were a little bit encouraged.” 
--Doris Clotaire | SEED Ministries | Les Cayes, Haiti

“If you’ve read our latest updates, you know the 
devastation in the town of Jeremie is extensive. Any 
home/business/building not made of concrete has been 
destroyed or washed away. Even concrete structures have 
lost their roofs...This news is just the tip of the iceberg. A 
large portion of Haiti’s population does not live in the cities. 
They live in the rural countryside, with their livelihoods and 
daily food rations coming from their personal gardens and 
tree crops, which most definitely have been destroyed.” 
--Lacey Stockeland | Haiti Bible Mission | Jeremie, Haiti

Numbers below are as of November 8, 2016:

Thank you to those who partnered with us: 

Agape worked in coordination with 
Missionary Flights International (MFI), 
Missionary Aviation Fellowship (MAF), 
Mission of Hope, Haiti (MOH), and our 
missionary affiliates to make sure the 
needed supplies were quickly and efficiently 
delivered to where they needed to go.  

The Agape plane and pilots spent 4 days 
in Haiti working to shuttle 12,000 lbs. of 
supplies to areas of high need.  Over a dozen 
flights carrying relief supplies have been 
made since Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti. 

We are thankful for partnerships and the 
missionaries on the ground who are able to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus in this time of  
devastation and disaster.  
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Giving thanks for...
A multitude of donors who fully funded this year’s $30,000+ 
Missionary Thanksgiving Program.

Our 2016 Thanksgiving flight sponsor, 
Regulator Marine, Inc.

The “fixin’s box” packing team from Palma Sola Presbyterian 
Church, Bradenton, Florida.

Students from Sarasota Christian School, Shepherd’s Hill 
Christian School, and Venice Christian School for decorating the 
boxes and writing notes of encouragement.

THANKSGIVING UPDATE From the CEO

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. “
--1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

AGAPE [ ah-gah-pey ] : giving, serving, standing

I am often asked two questions regarding the name of our mission aviation 
ministry.  Where did the name come from and what does it mean?  There 
are three New Testament words from which we translate our word love, so 
Agape comes from the New Testament.  The Greek words are eros, phileo, 
and agape.  Agape means God’s unconditional love as seen through His 
willingness to give His only begotten son, the Lord Jesus Christ, in order 
that Christ might die on our behalf and pay the full penalty of our sin.  He 
became our substitute and stood in our place.  That’s amazing agape love!

Our name, “Agape Flights,” reflects what this ministry is really 
all about as exemplified through the person and character of 
Jesus Christ.  Giving, serving, and standing!

As we come to the conclusion of this year I am asking you 
to consider an exceptional “agape” love gift in order to 
help us with our main ministry tool, aircraft!

AIRCRAFT ENGINE MAINTENANCE

To continue excellent service without interruption, airplane 
engines must be maintained and overhauled at levels of high 
standards.  This process is expensive, but necessary.  At the 
time of the reading of this Flightline, our Embraer 110’s right 
engine is in the process of overhaul at Covington Aircraft in 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma.  The estimated cost for overhaul is 
$225,000.  We have installed a rental engine on the N316AF so 
that we may continue uninterrupted service to our mission partners.  For over two years we have been preparing 
financially for this major maintenance event by receiving designated donations placed in a temporarily restricted 
fund for engine overhaul and have been reserving general contributions to utilize if needed.  We need to raise 
$100,000 prior to the Feb. 1st conclusion of the gas generator overhaul.  Will you help us?

ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT PURCHASE

In October of 2016 we purchased an additional plane, our Piper Navajo Chieftain.  This plane is certainly an answer 
to prayer and will transport supplies and people carrying hope to mission partners for many years to come. 
Through the generosity of another missions aviation ministry we were able to purchase the Chieftain with no-
interest terms and three installment payments. 

Chieftain Purchase Price=$200,000                 $70,000 down and already paid  
       $130,000 due over the next two years
       $28,000  already pledged for future payments
       $102,000 still needed

I am asking you to give, serve, and stand with us.  We need your help!  Whether it’s maintenance or purchase, 
please prayerfully consider how God is leading you to sacrificially participate at the close of 2016 to assist us with 
the main tools of our ministry.  Please help us so that we can continue “Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries!”

I am deeply grateful for your help….

Allen T. Speer, CEO-Agape Flights

CUBA UPDATE

Missionary pictures & “thank yous” available at:
www.agapeflights.com

Agape Flights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in the United States and registered in the state of Florida. EIN 59-2057436. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE (1-800-HELP-FLA OR WWW.800HELPFLA.COM). REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

More than 50 guests gathered early morning, Tuesday, August 23, 2016 
to send off Agape’s inaugural mission flight to Cuba.  Steve Koch and Jeff 
Yannucciello piloted the hour and a half, 260 nautical mile flight to meet 
Agape Flights’ CEO Allen Speer, representatives from the Cuban Council of 
Churches, Dan Christopherson (United Methodist South West District Cuba 
Coordinator), and millions of Cubans ready to receive the living water and 
bread of Christ.

The cargo has been released and is being used to minister to the people 
of Cuba.  Praise God as he continues to see us through this door of 
opportunity!  

>> More details available at www.agapeflights.com

26 water purification units, purchased 
by the Methodist Churches of the South 
West District of Florida, went to 26 different 
Methodist churches within the Holguin 
District in Cuba.  
Pictured to the left is a unit installed in one 
of the churches, and pictured to the right 
is a before/after shot of the water purified 
through the unit.

August 23, 2016: Inaugural Mission Flight to Cuba

Unloading 64 boxes 
of Tender Mercies 
food packets at the 
Jose Marti International 
Airport in Havana, 
Cuba.
The food packets were 
donated by Midwest 
Food Bank, and went 
to provide 10,240 
meals to those in need 
of nourishment.

Your gifts propel this ministry...
Ways to give financially:
Mail (use the enclosed envelope)

Phone 941-488-0990

Online at www.agapeflights.com

For gifts of stock, annuities, IRA, beneficiary 
of an insurance policy or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape Flights,Inc. EIN # 59-2057436

To make a gift to assist with current needs, please specify 
General Fund (where funds are needed most) or Aircraft Fund. 

Year-end Giving Tips for maximum tax benefits:
1. Checks must be dated & postmarked on or before Dec. 31, 2016. 
2.  Credit card gifts must be submitted online by 11:59pm (EST) Dec. 31, 2016.  Agape 
Flights staff is available to process your credit card by phone until 4pm on Fri., Dec. 23.
3. To learn more about The IRA Charitable Rollover provision for individuals who have 
reached age 701/2 , please visit www.agapeflights.com

Thank you so very much 
for continuing to bless us 
in this way each year.  We 
pray that God will bless 
you and enable you to 

understand just how much 
we appreciate all you do 

for us. 
Thank you again.  

Anthony & Icilda deMercado 
MEBSH | Les Cayes, Haiti

Agape Thanksgiving Boxes + Birds = GRATITUDE and JOY!
When Agape’s Thanksgiving “boxes and birds” are delivered to the 
mission field, it might as well be labeled “JOY in a box” - or for some of the 
missionaries, the joy comes from that great can of whipped cream!
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Save the Date
 Agape Flights’ Open Hangar

-Pie in the Sky-

 March 4, 2017
11:30am-2pm  

Stay tuned - details to follow.  

FLIGHTLINE is published four times a year by Agape Flights in Venice, Fla. Send article ideas, comments, and questions 
about FLIGHTLINE to Communications Manager, Abby Duncan at: communications@agapeflights.com 

If you prefer to receive an email version of the FLIGHTLINE newsletter or to be removed from our mailing list, please email: 
gomissions@agapeflights.com or call the Agape Office: 941.488.0990.  

Connect With Us: 

www.agapeflights.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
-Celebrating our Savior & His PLANE-T-FULL blessings-

Thank you for a great 2016...
we look forward to what God has in store for 2017!

Please note that Agape Flights will be closed from Fri. Dec. 23, 2016 at 4 p.m. (EST) until 8 a.m. Monday, January 2, 2017.


