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On November 15, 2015, Agape Flights celebrated 
the 35th anniversary of our very first flight.  On 
that day, a team from Agape traveled to Port Au 

Prince, Haiti to celebrate and commemorate the walk of 
faith that Keith and Clara Starkey started 35 years ago.  
Just like any faith walk, it’s not always an easy road, but 
just as our missionaries remind us, “When God calls you, 
He also takes care of you,” and He always has.  

Throughout the week, missionary affiliates shared the 
visions that God had given them over the years, and how 
God has been faithful every single time to see the visions 
through.  Visions of a calling to the mission field, visions 
of restored communities, visions of church planting, 
visions to raise up the next generation, and visions to 
make His name known no matter the cost, no matter the 
threat, no matter what.  Their faith is incredible and our 
God is so big and all-powerful that He has pre-arranged 
every little detail.  

We are honored to be a service ministry to these 
missionaries.  Agape is a part of those “pre-arranged” 
details that God has in place to support life on the 
mission field, restore communities, plant churches, raise 
up the next generation, and to make His name known no 
matter what.  

Casey Zachary, missionary in Cazale, Haiti puts it like this; 

“The body of Christ is what makes things happen, how 
God uses people here on earth.  Agape is like the arm.  
We have a lot of people in the body of Christ who help 
us [missionaries], and if we’re the hands of Christ down 
here [in Haiti], the body can’t get anything to the hands 
without the arm connecting them.  Agape Flights really 
has made an avenue through which people in the states 
who love us, care for us, who love the Haitian people 
and care for the Haitian people, can impact us here in 
a tangible way.  You can’t understand how much that 
means.”  

Keith and Clara started with a call and vision from God to 
Serve Christ by Serving His Missionaries with one plane, 
one missionary family, and a home office operating as a 
mail and package center.  

Since that time, Agape has blossomed into a support arm 
for 375 missionary families sharing the love of Christ.  We 
are honored to be a part of God’s plan to bring hope to 
the nations of the Caribbean through the saints He has 
called to serve. He was with us 35 years ago, He is with us 
now, and He will see us through whatever we are called 
to do.  

Praise Him, as together, we are sharing the 
unconditional love of Jesus Christ throughout the 
islands of the Caribbean! 
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A NEW DAY
“Look among the nations, and see; 
wonder and be astounded.  For I am do-
ing a work in your days that you would 
not believe if told.”   
(Habakkuk 1:5 ESV)

Thirty five years ago, I am sure that there 
were unanswered questions and those 
moments of pause accompanied by, “Are you 
sure, Lord?”  Our founders, Keith and Clara 
Starkey, heard, listened, and were obedient 
to God’s direction to begin a ministry called 
Agape Flights and they did so with the atti-
tude of, “Lead us Lord, we will follow!”

Make no mistake about it, they were hard 
workers, diligent in service and commitment 
to the missionaries, and they were dreamers 
who desired to attempt big things because 
they served a Big God, but always relying on 
the Lord’s help, direction and presence.  And 
now, celebrating the 35th anniversary of that 
very first year, although much has changed, 
we still abide by those same principles with 
the attitude of, “Lead us Lord, we will 
follow!”

I have just returned from successful meetings 
in Cuba where I sought permission to utilize 
the ministry resources of Agape Flights  to 
minister to Cuba.  My meetings were with 
personnel from Cuba’s Civil Aviation Author-
ity, which controls air transport and civil air 
navigation.  

Since returning from Cuba, I submitted 
the paperwork to the State Department of 
the US Government.  On November 23,  we 
received permission to proceed – the door 
is now open for us to plan and prepare 
for additional ministry involving Cuba.  
Praise God for His divine appointments!

The first time God allowed me to travel to 
the communist island of Cuba was in 1992. 
I was intimidated, afraid, and wondered 
why God would send me to believers who in 

that day were in hiding, isolated and alone.  
What I thought would be a one-time trip 
has grown into a ministry of equipping and 
encouraging.  Over these last twenty three 
years and 70+ journeys to Cuba, much has 
changed and the opportunities for ministry 
abound.  The evangelical church in Cuba is 
alive and growing.  God is at work on this 
island in marvelous ways! 

I cannot even begin to describe the joy and 
excitement that floods my soul when I think 
about the possibility for partnership with the 
Cuban church.  The possibilities are limitless 
and so exciting!

The excitement and growth does not stop 
there; we will also be adding a service loca-
tion in Jeremie, Haiti.  This location will not 
begin as a weekly stop, but will be scheduled 
monthly in order to better serve our mission-
ary affiliates in this area.

And so, it is with a sense of anticipation 
and excitement that we enter this new 
day for Agape!  Please continue to pray for 
the missionaries, the staff, our wonderful 
volunteers, and the Agape Flights board of 
directors.  Please pray for the resources that 
are needed and please pray that as we “Serve 
Christ by Serving His Missionaries,” we will 
continue to assist in sharing the uncondi-
tional love of Christ throughout the Nations 
of the Caribbean.

The days ahead are full of challenge and 
wonder.  Certainly God is doing a work 
among us that if we would have been told, 
we would not have believed it.  
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REasons to Rejoice

His Servant & Your Friend,

Giving Challenge Update

MISSION: ACCOMPLISHED!
WOW!  We are blown away by the incredible heart 
and generosity displayed through the 2015 Giving 
Challenge!  God’s provision and His people working 
together--there is nothing quite like it!  
PRAISE GOD & thank YOU!!! 

We feel so blessed to report that thanks to over 400 
donor gifts, our gift total including match money, was 
over $78,000!!

A HUGE THANK YOU to the local foundations that made the Giving Challenge possible:
The 2015 Giving Challenge is made possible by the Community Foundation of Sarasota County and The Patterson 
Foundation with support from the William G. and Marie Selby Foundation, John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, 
Manatee Community Foundation, and the Herald-Tribune Media Group. 

Rejoice with us over the love, sacrifice, and generosity that propels this ministry...

The ‘Agape Angels’:

Sami’s Story:   
Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way 

you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity. 1 Timothy 4:12

Sami is an eighth grade student who stopped by the Agape hangar to share something 
very important with us.  She had asked her family and friends not to purchase her gifts 
in acknowledgment of her birthday, but instead purchase children’s vitamins for Agape 
missionary affiliates to distribute.  

Thank you Sami, and thank you God for laying it on Sami’s heart to do whatever she can 
to further your Kingdom and live out love. 

For years, the Lamplighter’s Sunday School Class from the Zephyrhills United Methodist Church has faithfully 
financially supported Agape Flights.  It hasn’t always been easy, but they have been creative in how they press on in 
partnership with us.

In addition to the once a month flight that their “Agape plane” makes around the Sunday 
school room collecting gifts along the way, one class member started the “Agape Angels” to 
increase the amount they could send to Agape each month.  She invited several of the girls 
from the Lamplighter’s Class to join her for dinner and then shared 
her plan.  She suggested that once a month they could meet at one 
of their homes for dinner, put in a comparable amount of money that 
they would spend to go out to a restaurant, and send the collected 
dollars to Agape along with the monthly gift from their Sunday school 
class. 

The Agape Angels have been dining divinely for more than 13 years 
now, all in support of the missionaries they love so much. 

Sacrificial & Creative Giving

  “...with God all things are 
possible!” (Matthew 19:26)
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From the Mail Bag

Shopping, Shipping, Schooling, Saving... 
A last minute request for an angle grinder to be purchased and placed on that week’s flight helps create a 
platform for receiving education.

 
Here are some pics of the school we are starting near where we live.  Thanks for all your help!

Right now a tent is being used as the school building. But we believe God will make a way for us to have a 
permanent building. 

We are endeavoring to provide a school that caters to children in the community who would otherwise not 
attend school because they do not have the money to pay for tuition. 

Andy & Debbie Roemer
Hope Source Int’l, Inc.
Les Cayes, Haiti

First of all, I want to say thanks for getting the cans of formula on the plane 
last minute!! That was an answer to prayer!  I didn’t realize that our son would 
go through formula so fast.  He’s having a growth spurt, so we ran low before 
we knew it.  When you responded that the formula was on the flight that 
Thursday morning, I praised the Lord!!  I had just checked his last can and 
measured out enough formula for 2 feedings...one at 11:00 am and a feeding 
at 2:00pm.  Agape would be in Les Cayes by 2:00pm.  God had provided just 
enough formula!  He cares about His children and always provides.
Thanks so much for what you do!  We feel blessed!

Thanks again and God bless!
Renee Leger
Apostolic Christian World Relief 
Les Cayes, Haiti

Formula to the field...just in time!
Raising a family on the field is not always an easy task..Agape is 
always happy to help in any way we can!

The angle grinder was 
used to make desks 
for the school children.  
Resources to the rescue!
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Notes from the field

More than etiquette classes: notes from Nueva Esperanza DR
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 

that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
I Peter 2:9

“Our girls know what the world says about 
them...’daughters of prostitutes, rape 
victims, thieves, liars, lice ridden 
girls who only know hunger and 
perversion.’  These are the things 
they hear about themselves and 
even say to each other.

We are determined to fill their 
minds and convince their hearts 
of the truth!  May the words of 
their heavenly father ring louder in 
their head than any other.  May they 
know who they are!  May they know 
they are a holy nation, a royal priesthood, 
chosen, loved, daughters of THE king.  Beautiful, 
lovely and restored... Princesses!  Princesses, fit for a 
banqueting table with a king.

So we’ve been practicing... We practice 
telling the truth- To ourselves, to each 

other and we practice living the truth 
too.   We got all dressed up and went 

out to eat together, another day 
to practice.  Practice being what 
they don’t always feel like they 
are...beautiful, educated, worthy, 
princesses.

I listened to the girls talking as they 
modeled their new dresses I heard 

them say, ‘Look at us, we are people 
now.’  Oh, my sweet daughters-May you 

know in the depths of your hearts who 
you are because when you get it, the world will 

never be the same.”

Vidal and Joy Reyes are Agape missionary affiliates dedicated to 
serving and saving through Nueva Esperanza - New Hope Girls 
Academy, Inc. in the Dominican Republic.

“ ... having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the 

earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people.” 

Revelation 14:6
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THANKSGIVING UPDATE

“...so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause THANKSGIVING to overflow to the glory of God.”  
--2 Corinthians 4:15

Volunteer Spotlight - The ‘Cargo Crew’

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas in the Agape 
hangar.  As cargo piles up we have a tremendous 
group of cargo volunteers to thank for getting 

essential cargo received, weighed, checked in, sorted, 
inventoried, and pulled for mission flights. 

The Agape plane carries 3,000 lbs, approximately 400 
packages, with each mission flight.  Since the holiday 
cargo is arriving, Agape will make extra flights to clear 
what comes into the hangar.  The cargo volunteers’ 
job is imperative in making sure cargo keeps flowing 
through the hangar.  

An average of 20 dedicated cargo volunteers, working 
collectively 80 hours a week, are a huge blessing to 
the ministry of Agape Flights.  The men that work in 
the boxing and cargo area come from all different 
backgrounds and walks of life, but find a common 
ground in serving faithfully alongside their brothers.  

To these men, it’s more than getting a box on a plane; 
it’s a time of service and fellowship.  To Agape and the 
missionaries we serve, these men are gifts from God, 
and an essential part of the mission God has put us on.  
We are so thankful for each and every one of them! 

Dear Agape Flights Family,

Thank you again from our 
family for the wonderful 
“Thanksgiving Box” and 
turkey!  It’s especially hard 
to be away from family at 
this time of year…but you 
have reminded us that we 
are not alone!  We have a 
great family of “brothers & 
sisters in Christ.”  Thanks 
for ALL you do.  You’re so 
appreciated!

Blessings,
Jeff, Becky & David Wiles

More at:
www.agapeflights.com/thanksgiving2015

www.agapeflights.com/thanksgiving2015
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Giving update

Imagine the Possibilities… 

It’s good to remember that the humble beginnings of Agape Flights 
started with:

Two people with a God inspired vision,
One missionary family in Cap Haitien, Haiti, 
A small group of faithful prayer partners, dedicated volunteers and 
generous financial contributors,
And most importantly, one BIG GOD. 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  Matthew 19:26

After 35 years of mission flights, Agape Flights continues to faithfully serve His 
missionaries who share Agape love to impoverished people in need of earthly 
help and Christ’s eternal hope. 

Through your partnership in Christ, your prayers, encouragement and gifts, 
we press on!  Because of the “God reports” from the mission field, we press on! 
Through engine overhauls, natural disasters, staffing shortages, leaky roofs and 
funding gaps, we press on! 

With God in us and working through us, we truly can accomplish the most 
amazing things – those “things” like mission flights, anointed by God, fueled by 
you, and counted on by the missionaries. 

Together with you, our HOPE is in Christ. 
Together with you, we can expectantly look toward the next 35 years.  
With God, just imagine the possibilities…

Your financial gift to Agape Flights keeps the plane flying, delivering hope to the 
nations of the Caribbean. 

Please consider making a special Christmas gift or year-end gift to Agape. Or take a moment to let us know that 
you’ll be with us, supporting the missionaries through this all important supply line in 2016.  We invite you to join 
Agape’s monthly giving family.

Thank you. Your faithful prayers and generosity provides the wind beneath our wings.

This Christian aviation ministry 
is expensive – and worth every 

single cent that it takes. 
Just ask the missionaries if 
$4,500, the fuel cost for one 
round-trip mission flight, is a 
good investment in Kingdom 
work, and they will tell you 

it is priceless.

Questions? 
Contact Carole Leman, Director of 

Development, 
Ph: 941-488-0990 or 

Carole.Leman@agapeflights.com

Every good gift comes from above! 

NEW!  Noncash Giving-made easy!
your “goods” doing good for Agape!

To make a gift to assist with current needs, please specify 
General Fund (where funds are needed most) or Aircraft 

Ways to Give
Mail (use the enclosed envelope) 
or phone 941-488-0990

Online at www.agapeflights.com

For gifts of stock, annuities, 
IRA, beneficiary of an insurance 
policy or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape Flights,Inc. 
EIN # 59-2057436

Agape Flights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in the United States and registered in the state of Florida. EIN 59-2057436. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE (1-800-HELP-FLA OR WWW.800HELPFLA.COM). REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

www.agapeflights.com/donate

Detailed information on these 
giving platforms & year-end giving 

tips available at:

www.agapeflights.com/donate
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Save the Date
 Agape Flights’ Open Hangar

-Pie in the Sky-

 March 5, 2016
11:30am-2pm  

Stay tuned - details to follow.  

FLIGHTLINE is published four times a year from Agape Flights in Venice, Fla. Send article ideas, comments, and questions 
about FLIGHTLINE to Communications Manager, Abby Duncan at: communications@agapeflights.com 

If you prefer to receive an email version of the FLIGHTLINE newsletter or to be removed from our mailing list, please email: 
gomissions@agapeflights.com or call the Agape Office: 941.488.0990.  

Connect With Us: 

www.agapeflights.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
-Celebrating the LIGHT of the world & delivering hope-


