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“WE ARE FAMILY”

August 2017

From the CEO | Allen Speer
Teams are always looking for an edge. I’m sure you’ve seen it. A ball team recruits
new talent or develops new plays to beat a tough opponent, or even develops a
whole new system to turn around a legacy of losing. I once pastored in a rural
Southern Illinois town where the high school basketball team had lost over sixty
games in succession-they had lost their edge. Because at one time in their past,
they were the darlings of Illinois basketball by reaching the finals of the Illinois High
School Athletic Association when all schools were in a single class, whether 5,000
students or 50 students.
Companies, corporations, businesses are all seeking the magic formula that will lead to success. Even in the not-for-profit and ministry
world there is a tremendous desire and push to be successful.
What is the key to success? Is it talent? Hard work? Efficiency? The latest and greatest technology and tools? Yes, a team needs all of these
things, but it still needs something more. It needs leadership.
John Maxwell says, “Personnel determine the potential of the team. Vision determines the direction of the team. Work ethic determines
the preparation of the team. Leadership determines the success of the team.”
I was recently asked why I enjoyed leading Agape Flights. I quickly responded, “Because of the team I am privileged to work with!” Every
Agape Flights employee is a leader! They are uniquely gifted, wonderfully qualified, and humble servants and ministers of the Lord.
When I think of my Agape Family this is the Bible verse that comes to mind. It is found in I Corinthians 10:24 and says, “Don’t be
concerned for your own good but for the good of others.” Every member of the Agape team exhibits servant leadership, the type of
leadership we see in the life of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. They “Serve Christ by Serving His Missionaries,” they love what they do,
and it shows!
I once read a quote by Coach Mike Krzyzewski of Duke University that inspired me. He said, “When your organization operates like a
strong family, you can’t be knocked out by one punch.”
As you read this issue of Flightline I am sure you will be blessed through the introduction of our staff, but also their stories of how God
brought them to this point. In my opinion, these are some of the finest leaders in the Missions Aviation world, but to me, they are family:
my Agape Family, and yours. We believe that God has called us to lead through service and partnership with our mission partners.
Please pray for each one of us as we seek to honor God through the ministry of Agape Flights.
Your Friend and His Servant,
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“Every Agape Flights employee is a leader!

They

are uniquely gifted, wonderfully qualified, and
humble servants and ministers of the Lord.”

Jeff Yannucciello | Director of
Missionary Services & Pilot

We Are Family
The Agape Flights Staff | Pray with us...Grow with us...
Rod Aldrich | Cargo Manager & Volunteer Coordinator

Agape Flights staff member for
13+ years

Carole Leman | Director of Development

From missionary applications &
communications to pilot scheduling,
missionary shopping, and flying...Jeff
has a “call on his life...”

“It is with wholehearted gratitude and joy that I serve at
Agape Flights.

“I was a U.S.A.F brat for the 20 years my
dad served. Thanks DAD and all the
other military service members that
read this. That’s where I grew to love
planes.”
Please pray with us as
we seek to grow our
Hampton,
Agape Staff Family.

Serving 6 years at Agape Flights

Our Agape team refers to Rod as the “Missionary Whisperer.”
It’s no surprise that the favorite part of his job is being able to say to
a missionary :
		“We can do that for you.”

Virginia

In 2000, Rod and Janet took their first mission trip
to Haiti coordinated by Agape Flights...
“We flew on the weekly cargo flight, met several missionaries and visited their mission work...We also had
the opportunity to work at the distribution center set
up for the Agape affiliates in Port au Prince to pick up
their mail and packages. Our hearts were changed
by the end of that week. The people we met and
those we lived with that week influenced us greatly
and opened our eyes to the many needs of this third
world country, most importantly their need for Jesus!
That first trip and the 3 subsequent ones we took to
Haiti are why we are here serving God in His ministry
of Agape Flights.”
Rod & Janet are former
dairy farmers from Central New York

“Fulfilling the call on my life to be a

missionary pilot, I love interacting with

More details available @
www.agapeflights.com/
ministry-opportunities

are sharing the love of Jesus in so

many different ways...and I love flying!“

Missionary Care
Coordinator

Serving 6 years at Agape Flights

Church and
CommunityEvents
Coordinator

Janet loves interacting with the volunteers and people who
come into the hangar.

“I love introducing people to Agape Flights!”

Greg Haman | Chief Mechanic (DOM) & Pilot

Dayton,
Ohio

“My love of the Haitian people began prior to
coming on board with Agape after doing short term
missions work in Haiti through my church in Ohio.

To me, being a part of the Agape Flights Family
means I get to be part of something far bigger than
myself, something which I believe will help to leave a legacy that
far outlasts my days on earth.
My favorite part of the job...wow, where to start? Let’s see, I get
to fulfill my heart’s passion for aviation by both working on as well as flying Agape’s aircraft, and I get
to serve the less fortunate and be the hands and feet of Christ while doing so, thus living out my calling
unto the Lord...
“In this life opportunity alone I am blessed beyond my ability to comprehend!”
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Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries

“If I could figure
out how to meet

It’s important to me that people know they are giving to
a trustworthy ministry, and that we are here to serve our
donors with the respect, care, and integrity they deserve.
To quote Marsha Sinetar, ‘Trust is not a matter of technique,
but of character. We are trusted because of being, not
because of our polished exteriors or our expertly crafted
communications.’ That’s who this Agape Family strives to
be – trustworthy, transparent, loving, and real. “

every donor to give

them a hug around

Peoria,
Illinois

“We don’t look at gifts as transactions,

the neck I would!”

Serving at Agape for 1+ years

Janet Aldrich | Receptionist & Volunteer Coordinator
She is the cheerful voice answering the phone and the smile
right as you walk in the hangar.

Staff member since November 2008

but as investments into the Kingdom

Shelly Watkins | Donor Relations
and Database Manager

the missionaries and learning how they

Agape Staff member since Fall 2009

Staff Spotlight | Donor Services

Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

Jennifer Ellingsworth
Director of Financial Services

Accounting
Specialist

(Oversees all ministry accounting and missionary accounts)
Serving at Agape since January 2008

In January 2008, Jennifer began her journey of getting
acquinated with Jesus when she accepted a temporary position
in Agape’s accounting office.

“I was in my early 30’s and didn’t even know
exactly what a missionary was.”
Fast forward 9 years later to loving Jesus more and serving
missionaries with a BIG heart--Jennifer is proof that God has a plan!

of God. He is the one who directs
provision & increase.”

St. Charles,

Missouri
“I learned about Agape through
a ‘God-connection’ years before
moving to Florida was on my
radar. After moving here, God spoke into
my heart again. I did some research on the
website and found my current job posted. I
remember having the ‘aha’ moment, knowing
this is what God was speaking all those years
before. The fact that the job posting was
called a ministry opportunity solidified that I needed to apply. I take my role here
seriously, but it rarely feels like work. I am truly free to serve those in our hangar, as
well as our donors and missionaries.”

Abby Duncan | Communications Manager

Staff member since August 2014

Fort Wayne,
Indiana

“Being a part of the Agape Flights family means that
you are prayed for, you are appreciated, that you
are treated as a brother/sister in Christ, and most
importantly as a son/daughter of the King. From
time to time, part of my job is to coordinate with photographers,
videographers, and graphic designers to aid in Agape’s
communication efforts. A couple of weeks ago, I was working
with a photographer who happened to be at the hangar as we
were celebrating Allen’s 60th birthday (which of course we had
fun with), and the photographer said before he left,
‘I feel like I’m part of the family.’ That warmed my heart and is
my desire for all donors, volunteers, missionaries, staff, and board
members...to feel a part of the Agape Family.”
www.agapeflights.com
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from the mail bag

from hangar to field

Zogg Family Newsletter:

InStoves in flight to Haiti

Spreading the Word of God in the Dominican Republic

Thank you for helping to deliver four
150 lb “InStove” stoves to the St. Germain
family serving in Les Cayes, Haiti.

“Tell of His glory among the nations, His wonderful deeds among
all the peoples. For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.”
1 Chronicles 16:24-25

The St. Germain’s work with El Shaddai
Ministries in their mission to be a Christ
centered ministry filling Haiti with
passionate church leaders and to establish
a network of Haitian churches that are
spiritually healthy, evangelical and self
sustaining. Their philosophy is developed
around a holistic approach to ministering to
the people of Haiti. It is based on the 4 “E’s”:

Street Evangelism
“We upped our efforts this year to do more door-to-door street
evangelism in our neighborhood. We are making it a point to get our
folks out into the neighborhood to share Jesus with people and using
music to open doors for the Gospel. We take a guitar and go house to
house singing about Jesus. We have found almost everyone will give
us the time to sing for them and to share the Joy that is in us, Christ.
It is emboldening our people to share as well as getting out the
good news!”

Hospital Outreach
“The public hospitals here in the Dominican Republic are nothing like
what you would see in the USA. They each vary in the quality of the
facilities and quality of care.
If you are admitted to the hospital you pretty much receive medical
attention only. You must buy all your own medicine and test supplies.
Your family is responsible for feeding, cleaning, and taking care of you right down to providing sheets for the bed, soap, and toilet paper.
We have taken Jesus’ compassion for the sick to heart and we are putting
together little gift bags for these folks at the local hospitals. The bags
include such things as toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, TP, washcloth, a
bottle of water, lollipop, and Gospel of John.
The people feel so blessed that someone cares about them and it
opens the doors for us to pray with people and share the love of
Christ. “

Public High School
“We continue to have an open door into the local High School and
God is using it in amazing ways. We help the Christian students put on
assemblies with music, dance, and preaching. We are seeing many kids
come to Christ.”

Ed and Sandy Zogg | Christian International Foundation, Inc.
www.cifimission.com | Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
4

Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries

“

•
•
•

These stoves were designed specially for our
needs; they alleviate cost, and energy for our
cooks, their capacity allows for the preparation
of a large density of food at once, and requires
small amount of chopped logs; the process is
simple and cost efficient....
We appreciate your [Agape Flights] service.

•

Evangelism — meeting spiritual
needs through focus on Christ
Empathy — meeting physical needs
Economics — empowerment to be
self-sustaining
Education — equipping for church
and civic leadership

With...
121+ churches planted in Haiti
40 schools with over 7000 students
9 children homes with 1000 children
5 medical clinics
2 Vocational training for older children
University in Jeremie with 5 Fields of Study

--Louis St. Germain
El Shaddai Ministries | www.esmihome.org
Les Cayes, Haiti

”
Custom & critical cargo service to keep
missionaries moving and working
Custom and critical cargo and mail service is what we
provide for missionaries serving on the mission field. When
an axle isn’t working on a truck, the wheels can’t turn, and
that truck isn’t able to function how it needs to to get the
job done.
Just as an axle is an integral part of a truck, helping the
wheels to turn, Agape as an integral part of keeping
missionaries moving and working on the mission field.
All this made possible by one big God and your faithful
prayers and giving. Praise Him and thank you!

A whopping 465 lb front drive axle for a
large missionary truck flown into
Port Au Prince, Haiti in August

www.agapeflights.com
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updates

Giving update

Mission Safety International performs Agape’s 2nd safety audit

God’s Army Needs Supplies

Mission Safety International (MSI) is an independent Christian consulting
organization providing services and resources for nonprofit aviation-oriented
mission groups. In June, MSI spent a week with us performing Agape’s second
professional safety audit.

During the months of August and September, it’s not unusual to see
a delivery truck pull into the Agape parking lot with 1,200 pounds of
textbooks bound for a school in Haiti or the Dominican Republic.

“We are pleased to see that many improvements have been made since our last
visit in 2013. The facilities look great, the aircraft look great, and the team is
excited, enthusiastic, and energized,” reported MSI.

Pictured left: Jon & Pam Egeler
Picture Right: Joe & Barbara Fowler
Not pictured: Bob Mattingly

Safety and excellence are of great importance to us as we work in God’s
ministry. Actions and remedies for many of the risks have been completed,
with a plan to complete the rest. Thank you MSI!

Cuba Update

Agape CEO Allen Speer
Awarded “Top 40
Business Professional”

This summer love and hope were delivered into
Havana, Cuba as the Piper Chieftain flew 1,738 lbs of
food, religious literature, reading glasses, and hurricane
relief supplies.

The Top 40 Business Professional program
recognizes local community members who
demonstrate business and professional excellence.
A nomination form was submitted on Speer’s
behalf from Venice Gondolier Sun readers and a
panel selected Speer to be honored this year as a
Venice Gondolier Sun Top 40 Business Professional.
“This is a tremendous honor for me, but even more
special for our staff and organization.
This is really an Agape Flights award,” Speer
commented.

In response to the devastation caused by Hurricane
Matthew in Cuba, donors to Agape’s Relief Fund
made it possible to deliver 6,100 lbs of relief supplies
including: 2,000 lbs of rice, 1,000 lbs of beans, 2,100 lbs
of powdered milk, and 1,000 lbs of spaghetti, sauce,
and dried soup mixes. The supplies were distributed
through the Emergency Needs Task Force of the Cuban
Council of Churches.
A September flight is currently being planned in
coordination with the United Methodist South West
District Cuba.

Can you only imagine the blessing of instructing students with new
Christian curriculum when you’re based on the mission field? Here’s
where you come in. Your gifts help keep the planes flying and you
become a vital partner in education, evangelism, job training,
childcare and more. You become a sender of love and hope. How? –
due to flight costs, Agape will spend $2,700 to help a missionary receive
the 1,200 pounds of school books that just arrived at our hangar.
God’s army needs supplies. Whether it’s school books or solar panels,
baby chicks or truck axles, water purification units, generators, or surgical supplies, our mission flights deliver what our
affiliated missionaries need to reach out in love for generations to come.
Each year, Agape donors give over $400,000 to deliver 188,000+ pounds of supplies to the missionaries. Thank you!
Agape’s summer flights continued to soar each week, but unfortunately, our summertime giving didn’t. We
could sure use a little extra “wind beneath our wings” as we head into autumn.

Thank you for considering some of the ways you can Help Supply God’s Army…
•
•
•
•

Pray that we as a staff follow God’s leading, and continue to be good stewards of your gifts and His resources.
Make a special gift to Agape’s general fund (where needed most).
Decide to join our team of monthly donors (monthly giving options include: aircraft funding, general fund, and staff
support).
If you send a package(s) to a missionary, please, please, make a gift to Agape Flights in addition to paying the
missionaries portion of the cargo cost.

Help Supply God’s Army...

Aircraft Purchase Fund | Piper Chieftain, N600AB

Ways to give financially:

Donors have contributed $96,671.45 toward the aircraft’s $200,000 purchase price.
With the additional $20,000 in pledged gifts, we’re over the halfway mark toward
our “paid in full” goal. Thank you!

Mail
(use the enclosed envelope)
Phone
941-488-0990
Online
www.agapeflights.com
For gifts of stock,
annuities, IRA, beneficiary
of an insurance policy
or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape
Flights,Inc. EIN # 59-2057436
To make a gift to assist with
current needs, please specify
General Fund (where funds
are needed most) or
Aircraft Fund.
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Serving Christ by Serving His Missionaries

The no-interest/three year purchase agreement calls for the 2nd payment of $65,000
to be paid in October, 2017, followed by the final $65,000 in October 2018.
Aircraft fund details as of August 15, 2017
Chieftain purchase price = $200,000
$96,671.45
-70,000.00
$26,671.45

Contributed - THANK YOU!
Paid (October, 2016)
Current Fund Balance

$10,000.00
$36,671.45

Pledge gift expected 10/2017
Available for the Chieftain’s October 2017 no-interest 		
payment of $65,000

$28,328.55

Still needed for the aircraft payment, October, 2017

To make your gift specifically for Agape’s Piper Chieftain, please indicate
“aircraft purchase” with your gift.
www.agapeflights.com
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A publication of
Agape Flights
100 Airport Avenue
Venice, FL 34285

Board of Directors
Steve Koch, chair
Koch Corporation, former owner
Louisville, Ky.
Kyle Henson, vice chair
Realtor, Coldwell Banker Res R.E.
Bradenton, Fla.
Kimberly McCallum, secretary
Vice president, human resources and marketing,
Department of the Interior Federal Credit Union
Venice, Fla.
Charlie Thompson, treasurer
Captain, Federal Express;
Lt. Col. U.S. Air Force/Air National Guard, retired
Venice, Fla.
Ed Loomis
FAA Operations Inspector, retired
Lt. Col. USAF/AF Reserve, Retired
Nokomis, Fla. and Minnetonka, Minn.

FLIGHTLINE is published four times a year from Agape Flights in Venice, Fla. Send article
ideas, comments, and questions about FLIGHTLINE to Communications Manager, Abby Duncan at:
communications@agapeflights.com
If you prefer to receive an email version of the FLIGHTLINE newsletter or to be removed from our
mailing list, please email: gomissions@agapeflights.com or call the
Agape Office: 941.488.0990.

Connect With Us:

www.agapeflights.com

Peace, Love & PIE!

Save the Date

(Seasonal residents take note
in case your invitation misses you in the mail)

Pie in the Sky | Open Hangar
March 3, 2018
11:30am-2pm

Dan Manningham
Captain, United Airlines, retired
Mansfield, Ohio and Venice, Fla.
Adrienne McCutcheon
Critical Care Registered Nurse
Osprey, Fla.
Bradley Hume
Dentist/Partner Palmetto Dental Center
Palmetto, Fla.
Craig Faulkner
Teacher/Coach, Sarasota County Schools
Venice, Fla.
Agape Flights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in the United States and registered in the state of Florida. EIN 59-2057436. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE (1-800-HELP-FLA OR WWW.800HELPFLA.COM). REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

