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Agape’s 35 year history is one of faith and expansion of territory throughout the nations of the Caribbean.  
We were not called to sit still, but rather to grow and be an integral part of the Great Commission.  Starting 
with just one location in Haiti in 1980, we have grown into a ministry that now serves nearly 375 missionary 

families throughout 7 locations in Haiti, the Bahamas, and the Dominican Republic.  
God has recently opened up another door of opportunity and expansion for Agape Flights on the largest island in 
the Caribbean, Cuba.  The journey ahead is filled with much anticipation and excitement!  

It was no coincidence when God brought CEO Allen Speer to Agape Flights in 2011.  Allen comes with 26 years of 
ministry experience in Cuba.  His knowledge and heart will help answer some of the frequently asked questions 
related to the Cuba expansion:

Growing to Cuba

Q: Are there missionaries in Cuba?

A: Up until recently, vocational missionaries have been prohibited 
from staying in Cuba for extended periods of time.  However, 
there are hundreds of mission partners through the Cuban 

church and Cuban nationals who are trained in church planting and mission-
ary service.  Note: Several of the missionary families Agape Flights currently 
serves also minister in Cuba!

Q: How will these mission flights differ from current flights to Haiti, the 
Bahamas, and the Dominican Republic?

A: Flights to Cuba will be dedicated, one day trips, separate 
from our normal route.  In Cuba, the transported cargo will be 
received by the Cuban Council of Churches* and then distributed 

to mission partners as designated by Agape Flights.

Q: Who is paying for the cost of the flights?

A: Initially we have been blessed with a $10,000 gift to walk 
through this door of opportunity.  This first flight to Cuba will 
carry 3 solar-powered water purification units to be used in the 

Holguin Norte District (see page 4).  For many, the desire to aid Cuba in this 
way has been there for years, with no way to get supplies into the country.   

God has opened the door, and we are trusting that He will see us through it 
by bringing financial partners along the way.

Q: While working in a communist country, how can you be assured that 
supplies will reach their intended destination?

A: Through Agape’s partnership with the Cuban Council of 
Churches* and their established relationship with the Cuban 
government, we are confident that the process will be workable 

and efficient.  In addition to this partnership, our CEO has a longstanding 
relationship with numerous Cuban officials who have assured him of fluidity 
and consistency in this process.                          

*What is the Cuban Council of Churches?
The Cuban Council of Churches (CIC) was founded in 1941 on the 
theme “united to serve.”  The CIC is composed of 22 denominations, 
12 ecumenical movements, and 7 associate organizations.  Their 
purpose is to bring unity to the Christian Churches of Cuba and to help 
unify Cuban churches with other churches around the world.  The CIC 
also promotes study, dialogue, and cooperation among Christians to 
increase Christian witness and enhance life in Cuba.  In addition, the 
CIC Committee of Emergency Relief stands committed to providing 
relief and building emergency response infrastructure for the Cuban 
population in times of natural disaster.

(Q&A continued on page 2...)

On February 22, 2016 Agape 
Flights gained the approval 

from Cuban officials to begin 
flying religious and humanitarian 

supplies into Cuba. 
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CUBA

Q: When will the first flight take place?

A: We are hoping that the first flight 
will take place sometime in May 
or June of 2016.

Q: How often will you fly to Cuba?

A: If financially feasible, we are 
initially looking at 1 flight per 
quarter in 2016, with the possibil-

ity of 1 flight per month in 2017.  This certainly 
has the potential of being more.  As God leads, 
we will follow.

Q: With only one aircraft, an Embraer 110, 
can Agape expand ministry service to 
Cuba?

A: Yes, we can minister to Cuba with one 
aircraft.  However, our main ministry 
tool, the Embraer 110, even now works 

very hard and requires time for maintenance 
and inspections.  With the anticipated in-
creased usage, it is our hope that an additional 
aircraft can be acquired for the support of the 
entire service to missionary partners through-
out the nations of the Caribbean.

Q: What is the state of the Church in Cuba?

A:  The Cuban church is alive and 
thriving.  “While many outside 
Cuba imagine that religious life 

had been stifled, there are in fact a wide range 
of churches active in the country, and religious  
membership and participation has been 
growing for twenty years,” states Rev. John L. 
McCullough and Rev. Joel Ortego Dopico (Pres-
ident of the CIC) in The Hill,  a Congress blog.  

How can YOU join with us?
1. Pray!
“Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.”  
Jeremiah 33:3 NAS -- Please pray and ask God to show you what He desires you to do to assist 
Agape Flights!

2. Persist!
Continue to call upon the Lord and intercede for Agape Flights!

3. Partner!
Commit to action.  Partner with us to provide the necessary resources to proceed!

Immediate needs of Agape Flights:
1. Funds to overhaul engine #2 on Agape’s only aircraft 
(Estimated Cost: $225,000-last quarter of 2016)

2. Additional aircraft- A twin engine aircraft capable of carrying at least 1,800 lbs for service to 
our current locations while allowing expansion to Cuba.  Some examples of aircraft that would best 
suit our immediate needs and best benefit this Christian aviation ministry would be:
Piper Chieftain (with crew door) | Cessna 402 C (with crew door) | Twin Otter | Aero Commander | 
EMB-110 | King Air (100-350 model).  Questions?:  Call Allen Speer @ 941.488.0990 or
visit: http://www.agapeflights.com/donate/current-needs/ for more info.

www.agapeflights.com
http://www.agapeflights.com/donate/current-needs/
mailto:gomissions@agapeflights.com
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REasons to Rejoice

P A R T N E R S H I P

Adventure Awaits...
Pie in the Sky | Open Hangar

Café Venice
Caribbean Pie Co
Crow’s Nest Restaurant
Dairy Queen
Der Dutchman Restaurant & Bakery
Gianni’s Pizza
Gold Rush BBQ

Papa’s Meat Market
Perkins Restaurant & Bakery
Suncoast Cafe
Sweet Treats & Gifts
Venetian Coffee Roasters
Winn-Dixie
Yoder’s Restaurant

A BIG thank you to 
local businesses for their incredible generosity:

Banner Sponsors:

Avery Roof Services
Cavanaugh & Co, LLP
iBusinessSolutions
Martha Pike, P.A., Realtor

Rialto Christian Flyers Club
Sarasota Avionics
Suncoast Air Center
Wilde Honda

On March 5th, 2016 Agape held its annual 
Pie in the Sky open house.  From start to finish, 
our business and event sponsors, volunteers, 
board of directors, and staff provided a first-class 
adventure into the ministry of Agape Flights!  

The Adventure Awaits...themed event, 
welcomed over 600 guests to our hangar.  Between 
the fun photo booth, tasty pizza, delicious pie, 
amazing people and an “over the top” pie auction, 
it was a HUGE success and a LOT of FUN.  

By the end of the event, a great time was 
had by all and $40,000 was raised in support 
of this Christian aviation ministry and the 
hundreds of missionary families we serve. We 
feel blessed to be part of such a loving, fun, and 
generous community!  To God be the glory!

Lead Sponsor:

Photo Booth Sponsor:

We are thankful for and blessed by... A very special THANK YOU to 
Missionary Flights International (MFI), 

our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
for your amazing partnership during our 

recent 12C Inspection. 

www.agapeflights.com
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From the Mail Bag

A letter of appreciation...
Dear Agape Volunteer,

Warmest greetings from Santiago, Dominican Republic!  Tim and I wanted to 
thank-you for your dedicated service to the Lord and us missionaries.  I work 
the Santiago Distribution Center at least once a month - and get to see how your 
service brings smiles and warm thanks as missionaries pick up their mail and 
packages.  Often there is a birthday gift for a spouse or child or a letter from family 
or a friend or a check for their support.  Often the arrival of parts for a vehicle cause 
thanksgiving as the part couldn’t be found in country.  

Personally, I love books and am so happy I can order books in English to be sent in 
to keep me encouraged and challenged in ministry and my walk with the Lord.  My 
husband’s prescription medications are also brought in, which enables us to stay on 
the field even though his medication is not available here.  For many years our home 
school curriculum was brought in by Agape Flights.  Many ministry items also are 
brought in which is a blessing to be able to receive.  Recently the DVD “War Room” 

arrived in our box and we have had the opportunity to project it numerous times in churches here in Santiago.  
The response has been tremendous with many coming to the Lord and others making their own prayer “war 
room”!  

Thanks so much for your ministry of keeping us connected with family, friends and supporters.  You are truly 
a blessing and we pray that God will richly reward you.

Blessings!

Trena (and Tim) Johnson | La Casa Grande | Santiago, Dominican Republic

Living Water: Excerpts from the Southwest District Mission’s e-newsletter (By: Dan Christopherson)

I want to give you an update and a blessing that 
happened while attending the Agape Flights Open House, 
in Venice, on March 5.

Agape Flights will be the carrier that delivers the water 
purification systems into Cuba.  While I was talking 
with Allen Speer, CEO of Agape Flights, I told him of my 
concerns about the cost of the flight... We both agreed 
that God is in control and it will happen....don’t worry!

Forty-five minutes later Allen came to me and said, “Dan, 
I want you to meet someone.” He introduced me to a man 
that is going to pay for all the freight costs for the first 
flight taking purification systems into Cuba!  This could 
be as soon as May or June. Why was I hesitant? God is in 
control! This is a true blessing for the project.

The donor commented to me, “No one should have to 
drink contaminated water.”  The needs of each of the 
communities’ water situation will dictate which of the 
water systems will be needed.  Bishop Ricardo Pereira of 

the Methodist Church in Cuba, District Superintendent Isel 
Acanda and other Cuban dignitaries will meet the flight 
on arrival in Cuba.

After over two years of studies and an investigating trip by 
Kenn Visser, of Water One System, and myself, we feel we 
have a firm handle on most all locations...

There is no better way 
to bring people to 
Jesus Christ than to 
have clean water at the 
church available to the 
community. They can 
receive the “Living Water” 
of Jesus Christ to save 
their souls and clean fresh 
drinking water to nurture 
their bodies and 
minds.

The above photo is of Isel Acanda, District 
Superintendent of Holguin Norte, standing 

beside the Agape Flights plane.
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Missionary Dr. Diane Sabado serving in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 
recently received the “Woman of the Year” award for her care for the dying.  
Diane, along with husband, Dr. Francisco Sabado, serve the least of these through 
their mission, Corazon Del Siervo.  

The award states, “In recognition of her dedicated work and 
enthusiastic spirit, thus making a difference in many lives in the 
country.”

Congratulations Dr. Diane Sabado--what a testimony you are 
to God’s goodness!

Notes from the field

Medical Missionaries Making a World of Difference
We are so proud and honored to serve God’s missionaries as they are doing amazing things to save and 
heal the lost and spread Christ’s love.  Medical missions is just one of the areas of service that Agape 
affiliated missionaries represent. 

Dr. Diane Sabado wins Woman of the Year 

The Sabado Family 
(Dr. Diane on far right)

The Midwives of Mombin: Notes from Missionary Affiliates Dr. Steve & Nancy James

Dear Friends and Family,

We just returned home from Mombin Crochu, a remote town in the barren mountains of northeast Haiti.  Accessible 
only by 4-wheel drive, motorcycle, horse, and donkey or on foot, we had climbed the steep road 5 days earlier in our 
pick-up truck loaded down with supplies, suitcases, a motorcycle, and three of our Haitian co-workers.

...Dr. Bibiana MacLeod, Director of Medical Ambassadors for the America’s and Caribbean and a long time friend and 
co-worker, invited us to be part of a CHE (Community Health Evangelism) team gathered to train area lay-midwives.

...Even though the midwives of Monbin Crochu have never been formally trained, 
they have been delivering babies for many years.  Some are unable to read and 
all are without basic medical supplies.

The 5-day training was filled with activities that included the importance of 
cleanliness and hygiene, reproductive anatomy and physiology, conception, 
development of the fetus, normal pregnancy and delivery, complications of 
pregnancy and childbirth, and care of the mother and newborn in the first weeks 
of life... It was a lot to cover in 5 days, but the 29 midwives gathered 
gave their full attention and were completely engaged...At the end of 
the week, an oral exam was given to each of the participants by Dr. 
Bibiana and Dr. Steve.  Each midwife was presented with a diploma and 
a plastic shoebox of medical supplies.  Use of these basic supplies can 
save lives!

Steve and Nancy James
Haut-Limbe, Haiti 

“These are some of the people who 
received them [the shoebox kits], and 

they were so grateful.”

www.agapeflights.com
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This past February Agape’s team of volunteer aircraft maintenance 
technicians (AMT’s), led by Chief Mechanic Greg Haman, performed the 
largest in-house periodic inspection to date on our beloved N316AF.  This 

particular inspection, formally titled a 12C inspection, is required by the Federal 
Aviation Administration every 7,200 flight hours on our EMB-110 aircraft.  What 
this means for us is that this 12C inspection will not be due again for at least 
another 12 years at Agape’s current rate of utilization on the aircraft.

The inspection took 18 working days to complete, 
with anywhere from 2 to 5 Agape AMT’s contributing 
8-12 hours a day each to see this large undertaking 
through to completion.  

In addition to our heartfelt thanks for each of Agape’s amazing volunteer technicians 
for all of their time and Kingdom service, Agape Flights would also like to thank 
Wiggins Airways (Manchester, NH) for the use of some of their specialty tooling in 
this process.  Also, Tailwind Inspection, Inc. (Farmers Branch, TX) for their flexibility 
to fly a specialist out to us and perform critical NDT (Non-Destructive Testing) 
inspections of our aircraft’s wing-to-fuselage attachment fittings using their highly 
specialized equipment and expertise.  Praise God for our main ministry tool and 
the hands He uses to care for it!

Volunteer spotlight

“The body is a unit, though it is comprised of many parts. And although its parts are many, they all form one body. 
So it is with Christ.” -- 1 Corinthians 12:12

aircraft Inspection update

February 8-12, 2016 was a week 
devoted to thanking Agape 
volunteers for their “helping 

hands.”  Although the theme of 
the week was centered around 
“hands,” our faithful volunteers 
offer so much more than hands.  
Over 100 volunteers bring their 
hearts, encouragement, special 
skill sets, and so much more to 
propel this ministry.  We are so 
thankful for all that they do!

As a way of saying “thanks,” staff took 
turns each morning throughout the 
week preparing and serving breakfast to 
our volunteers.  

“Delicious homemade breakfast and 
fellowship with other volunteers and Agape staff - 
what a joy!  Reading the e-mails from missionaries was 
a reminder of how blessed we are to be able to help 

them with God’s work,” commented 
volunteer Barb Ives. 

No one seems to say “thank 
you,” quite like the missionaries 
themselves.  Here are a few 
excerpts from their thank you 
letters to Agape volunteers:

To all the volunteers that labor week after week for us, Tom and I want to say 
“Thank You!”  We appreciate so much what you do to enable us to get our 
mail, packages, and the many extras that make life so much easier here!  

May you be blessed abundantly for your labor of love each week.  Please know 
that there are many of us here in Haiti who say “Merci Beaucoup!”  May God 
multiply it back to you many times over!!! 
--Tom and Bev Brumbley

...But we know, that the hours we save 
are spent by others – by you all. It is a 
very significant amount of effort and 
time and finally a great sign of love 
to God, missions and missionaries. 
That’s what we appreciate. Thank you 
for your dedication.
 --Volker and Anette Schnüll

Rod and Janet (pictured standing) 
Aldrich are Agape Flights’ volunteer 

coordinators.  Their heart for our 
volunteers is out of this world, and we 

are so thankful for them!

Volunteer AMT Rich Woods
inspecting the Embraer 110
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You are cordially invited
to

join 300 faithful monthly/quarterly contributors 
to financially support Agape’s General Fund, 

Aircraft Funding or Staff  Support Needs.

It’s easy. No event to attend, no special attire required, and the time is flexible. 
If  you’d like to wear your favorite pajamas while you make a convenient online gift, we encourage it!

And if  you’d like a “real person” to help you customize a monthly giving plan that best suits 
you, please contact Shelly Watkins, Agape’s Donor Relations & Database Manager, 

at 941.488.0990 or email giving@agapeflights.com.  A reccurring monthly 
gift in any amount is always a HUGE BLESSING. 

Join the blessing party!

Giving update

Generous giving propels “God’s Love Flights” to the mission field.
Gifts to Agape are received in many forms and sizes. 
From annual gifts, reccurring monthly gifts, and special onetime gifts to those received through charitable IRA 
distributions and gifts of stock: gifts in all forms and sizes combine to propel every mission flight from the 
hangar to the mission field. 

Your prayers and financial gifts deliver the joy of Jesus to Haiti, the Dominican Republic, the Bahamas and 
soon… with your help, to Cuba. Because of you, God’s love has Agape wings to fly! 

December, 2015, Congress Passes PERMANENT 
Charitable Tax Giving Incentives

The IRA Charitable Rollover provision allows individuals who 
have reached age 70½ to donate up to $100,000 to charitable 
organizations, including Agape Flights, directly from their 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA), without treating 
the distribution as taxable income.  Previously, the giving 
incentive was reinstated retroactively from year to year.  The 
December, 2015 decision for a permanent charitable tax 
incentive is good news!

With this provision, the money transferred to Agape Flights 
is not taxable but does count toward the required minimum 
IRA distribution.  Thus, you can put the distribution to good 
use while not having to pay income tax on it. An individual 
taxpayer’s total charitable IRA rollover gifts cannot exceed 
$100,000 per tax year.

As always, donors should consult with their financial advisors 
and/or tax professionals.

More detailed information available at 
www.independentsector.org/ira_rollover

Your gifts propel this ministry...
Ways to give financially:
Mail (use the enclosed envelope) or phone 941-488-0990

Online at www.agapeflights.com

For gifts of stock, annuities, IRA, beneficiary 
of an insurance policy or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape Flights,Inc. EIN # 59-2057436

To make a gift to assist with current needs, please specify 
General Fund (where funds are needed most) or Aircraft Fund. 

www.agapeflights.com
http://www.independentsector.org/ira_rollover
www.agapeflights.com
mailto:giving@agapeflights.com
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FLIGHTLINE is published four times a year from Agape Flights in Venice, Fla. Send article ideas, comments, and questions 
about FLIGHTLINE to Communications Manager, Abby Duncan at: communications@agapeflights.com 

If you prefer to receive an email version of the FLIGHTLINE newsletter or to be removed from our mailing list, please email: 
gomissions@agapeflights.com or call the Agape Office: 941.488.0990.  

Connect With Us: 

www.agapeflights.com

Agape Flights is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in the United States and registered in the state of Florida. EIN 59-2057436. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
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ARE YOU OVERSTUFFED?
DONATE IT.

For the first time ever, we can now receive quality noncash donations that include items 
like electronic, vehicles, gift cards and more.  Partner with us and make a significant impact 
by freeing yourself from the material goods you might not be using.  

To donate and learn more visit: www.agapeflights.com/donate
Questions?  Call Carole Leman at 941.488.0990 or e-mail carole.leman@agapeflights.com

As evidenced in the enclosed Annual Report* for fiscal year, 2015, (October 1, 2014 – September 30, 2015), 
Agape Flights is totally supported by your prayers, the gift of volunteers, and the financial contributions of 

individuals, churches and organizations.  THANK YOU!!   

www.agapeflights.com
www.agapeflights.com/donate
mailto:carole.leman@agapeflights.com
mailto:communications@agapeflights.com
mailto:gomissions@agapeflights.com
https://www.facebook.com/Agape-Flights-260196135039/
https://twitter.com/AgapeFlights?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author
https://www.youtube.com/user/agapeflights

