
What do you see when you look at this photo?  
An airplane, an airport, boxes being unloaded, people 
working?  Yes, there are all of those elements, but 

there is much, much more...

For millions of Cubans like our friends Alisney and Julio, 
this picture represents HOPE.  A hope like they have 
never seen before.  With tears streaming down their faces, 
they will tell you, 

       “When I see the Agape plane coming in,
        there is hope....finally there is hope.”

This picture was taken upon the landing of Agape’s Embraer 
110 aircraft at Jose Marti International Airport in Havana, 
Cuba on September 4th.  We are praising God for all of the 
prayer, partnership, and persistence that helped deliver 
hope in the form of twenty three water purification sys-
tems, a one year supply of filters and ultra-violet lights, 
2 generators, and 623 lbs of baseball equipment.

Prayer, partnership, and persistence is certainly what it takes.  
Endless hours, effort, paperwork, and logistics go into pre-
paring for every mission flight into the Caribbean.  Just one 
flight into Cuba requires the approval of and coordination 
with five Cuban entities.  After the aircraft lands, the Cuban 
Council of Churches provides even more coordination to 
help clear customs and distribute the supplies through mis-
sion partners.   It’s a process we are continually working to 

fine-tune.  But we know that when Cubans who have battled 
sickness and parasites from drinking contaminated water 
see clean water flowing in their neighborhoods - the hope 
received is worth it all.

Dan Christopherson, the President of the Southwest Dis-
trict Mission Program, Inc., comments, “The [water] systems 
are given with no strings attached, no credit asked for, and no 
expected agenda, just God’s love to all.

They will be installed in eight different districts in Cuba... at 
campgrounds, the Council of Churches in Havana, district 
churches, big cities and small remote villages.  The systems will 
be housed on church grounds but the clean purified water is 
for all of God’s children.  The water is not “denominational,” it’s 
Christ’s living water for all. 

The Southwest District Mission Program, Inc. is proud to work in 
conjunction with Agape Flights to bring clean water to brothers 
and sisters in Christ in Cuba.  Plus we look forward to the next 
shipment in the very near future.”

Future flights to Cuba are scheduled to deliver over 5,000 
Spanish New Testaments with Psalms, generators, additional 
baseball equipment, food, feminine hygiene products, sew-
ing machines, wheelchairs, as well as more life-saving water 
purification units and filters.

Thank you for praying, partnering, and persisting with us.   
Together, we press on to deliver a “hope and a future” to mil-
lions ready to receive the love and care of Christ throughout 
the Caribbean.  
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A Hope and A Future

{

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  - Jeremiah 29:11
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Hope looks at what can be instead of what is.  Hope looks at the future rather than just the 
past.  Hope believes in future possibility rather than resigning to current reality. 

Hope helps people believe that they can make a difference regardless of their 
circumstances.  Every time I am in Haiti, I observe people who have almost nothing, but 
when I see one who has hope I can tell you I am moved.  In Haiti they have a saying, 
“Espwa fe ‘Viv’ or Hope is life!”

Despite challenging governments and extreme poverty in the areas served by Agape 
Flights, I can take you to places where are our missionaries and mission partners are 
transforming entire communities by infusing people with the love and hope of Christ.  
The love of Christ flows through churches, AIDS centers, medical clinics, jobs programs, 
teachers to thousands of school children, sports ministries, clean water initiatives, 
improved agriculture, and so much more.  Why are these missions having such an 
impact?  Because there are people who have hope and are committed to the 
transformation of their communities and country. 

Since its inception Agape Flights has delivered hope.  What started as one service location 
almost 39 years ago has grown into delivering hope into 8 locations through Haiti, the 
Bahamas, the Dominican Republic, and Cuba.  Praise God!

 Our journey of hope continues!  Last year, you helped deliver over 22,000 packages to 
more the 350 mission partners spreading hope throughout the nations of the Caribbean.  
This fiscal year, 60 scheduled mission flights will help provide…

•	 Spanish New Testaments for the 1 in 10 Cubans who don’t have a Bible
•	 Thousands of pounds of books for schools in Haiti that are investing in future leaders
•	 Sewing machines and thread for women in the Dominican Republic who are 

learning how to change their futures
•	 Building supplies that will become schools and churches in the Bahamas

Through 60 mission flights carrying these things and many more...together, we 
deliver hope and a brighter future for millions.

>> I ask you to pray for us!  Pray that permission to land in Cuba will be consistently 
granted so that the Word of God can be shared.  Pray that churches and mission teams 
might join us in greater numbers to help us make 60 mission flights and serve 350+ 
mission partners.   Pray for our missionaries and their families, some are experiencing big 
challenges.  Pray that we all remember we serve a BIG God.  

>> I ask you to help us!  Share the Apape story. Consider making a new monthly gift 
commitment.  Are you or someone you know interested in fueling a mission flight? 
Become a Mission Flight Sponsor and help deliver a “hope and a future” to millions ready 
to receive the love and care of Christ (see page 7 for more information). 
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reasons to rejoiceFrom the ceo

CUBA

HOPE CHANGES EVERYTHING...

FLIGHTLINE

The Agape Flights’ Board of Directors met in Venice, Fla., on 
Sept. 25th for their annual meeting.  During the meeting,  
the board elected new member, Rebecca McQuillen, and 
approved the FY2019 budget.  McQuillen’s professional back-
ground is in teaching and sales, but comes with a great deal 
of hands on non-profit experience. 

As we welcome Rebecca to give us a 9 member board of 
directors, we also recognize the outstanding dedication and 
servant leadership provided by Dan Manningham and Kim-
berly McCallum for the last 6 years.  The Agape Flights board 
and staff took time before the Sept. 25th board meeting to 
thank Dan and Kimberly for their board involvement with 
words and gifts of appreciation. 

Thank you God for your blessing of each one of these indi-
viduals as they give their time, talents, and resources to help 
propel this ministry!

Board of Directors Updates

Praise God for a roof over our head for 
the next 40 years...
September was a big month for our “Agape house.”  A new roof 
was put on the hangar to replace the old, leaky one, and Agape 
Flights and the city of Venice came to terms on a lease extension 
that will allow Agape to call the Venice Municipal Airport home 
until at least February 2039 and possibly until 2044.

The lease extension was an important factor in replacing the 
roof.  “I could fix more leaks, but you get tired of fixing leaks 
and replacing steel,” Agape CEO Allen Speer said during lease 
negotiations.  “Donors want us to replace the roof but with the 
understanding that we’ll have a long-term home here — the 
donors have already spoken about that.”

Thank you Agape donors for your support in this project.  You 
showered on the blessings and the roof bill has been paid in full!  
Bids for the project started at $100,000....but God....

$79,900 Total project cost due to generosity of Weiler Roofing
-$5,000  In-kind Contributions
-$53,405 Given towards “Hangar Upgrades” 
  (includes funds raised at Pie in the Sky)
-$21,495 General Contributions
PAID IN FULL - PRAISE GOD!!

We are extremely grateful and literally will now have a roof 
over our heads for the next 40 years!

“I am blessed to 
become part of this 
vital mission effort!  
May The Lord continue 
to use this group to 
grow the kingdom.” 

- Rebecca McQuillen

Piper Chieftain

PRAISE GOD the Chieftain aircraft purchase is 
PAID IN FULL!

THANK YOU for investing in this vessel of hope - 
what a blessing this plane has been.

Just this past year the Chieftain gave us and the 
missionaries we serve so much assurance and 
flexibility.  With the additional plane we were able 
to respond in “far above and way beyond” ways 
during times of disaster and make sure that ser-
vice to our missionaries was uninterrupted - this 
is HUGE!  With the flexibility of this aircraft, staff 
members were able to take invaluable “boots on 
the ground” trips to spend time with missionaries 
and the people they serve through their missions. 
The list of blessings goes on and on...WE ARE 
THANKFUL!!!  

The Chieftain flew a total of 15 flights in FY2018.

I am thankful for you,

www.agapeflights.com
www.agapeflights.com
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A HOPE & A FUTURE
“When Caroline grows up, she wants to become a 
doctor and care for sick families in Haiti. Caroline 

earns good grades, and her parents say she is a leader 
in their family. One day, we believe she will become 
a leader in Haiti as well. Before Caroline found her 
LSM Home of Hope, her life wasn’t so hopeful. Her 
biological parents left her when she was young, and 
she remembers going days without food. Caroline’s 

LSM Family Sponsors helped rescue her from a 
desperate situation. Do you believe God has an 

exciting plan for Caroline’s life, and for Haiti?”

Did you know?:  You help Agape serve 4 different 
missionary families that are saving & changing lives 

through Loving Shepherd Ministries in Les Cayes, 
Haiti?  Thank you!

LOVE GOD.
LOVE OTHERS.
LIVE OUT OUR DESIGN.
“The campus continues to change, but discipling 
children to love God, love people, and live out their 
design stays the same. These kids are taking advantage 
of our summer programming, learning English in 
the morning and doing Bible Camp in the afternoon. 
Hour after hour on their way to 18,000 hours...lives 
intercepted. Pray for these little ones and for our 
teachers and staff that we will love God, love one 
another, and live out our design.” 

Jason Hilgeman
Freedom International Ministries, Dominican Republic

Notes 
from 
the Field

for Caroline “A friend’s school raised some money for the James 
Cistern Primary School. With part of it, I bought hoola 
hoops! Remember those?...One of the girls, Lilly, 
wiped out- running, sand on the court- not a good 
combo. We all froze waiting to see what would hap-
pen- screaming, tears??  Her classmates ran over to 
her, began wiping sand off her legs, arms, and hands. 
Lilly laughed! I cheered! Her friends helped her up 
and off they went with their “hoolie hoops!”

Later I reflected on that incident which could have 
turned south very quickly. That incident was so 
like the body of Christ. One goes down and the 
rest come to the rescue. One needs help and help 
comes. One needs prayer and there are folks 
standing on the wall and in the gap.  Then we 
celebrate.”  

Notes from missionary to the Bahamas, 
Dona Banks:WE ARE THE BODY...

Notes come in many different forms - sometimes it’s a written prayer request, an emailed shopping request, a sweet thank you note, ministry updates, or hundreds of newsletters 
returning from the last mission flight ready to be stamped and mailed to missionary supporters in the states.  

We love these “notes” of many forms because they are such a big part of our purpose.  Agape is a support system to our brothers and sisters in Christ  - we are here to “Serve Christ by 
Serving His Missionaries.”  If that means getting an emergency shopping request fulfilled, stamping and sending out child sponsorship letters fresh off the plane from Haiti, taking time 
as a staff to pray for a missionary’s needs, or celebrating God’s goodness & faithfulness - we are here and ready to respond.  Because we know their work is hard, and we want to make 
sure they are successful and thriving in their personal lives and ministry - today and for the future.

Take note, Agape could not be the support the missionaries need without God and your prayers and support.  We appreciate you!

We LOVE receiving “notes from the field!”  

“MEN ANPIL, CHAY PA LOU.” 

From Friends for Health in Haiti’s (Missionary Dr. Katie 
Wolf) Facebook page:

“Together our team saw more than 80 patients 
at Centre de Sante de Gatineau today...To say it is 
impressive is an understatement!”

“Bonjou! We’re back at the clinic early this morning. 
When we left yesterday afternoon, the benches were 
already full with people waiting to be seen today. 
People even spend the night sleeping on benches. We 
arrived to even more people waiting this morning. It’ll 
be a busy day at Centre de Sante de Gantineau.”

"Many hands make the load lighter "
-Haitian Proverb

of Christ

www.agapeflights.com
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From Hangar to Field Giving update

“Last spring, we were connected 
with a fabulous church in Dallas, 
Texas that offered to provide 
blankets to all of the kids we serve 
in Haiti. Monday night we had the 
opportunity to hand out another 
80 blankets to the boys at the 
Joshua House along with each of 
their home “moms”.

It was amazing to see how BIG 
the smiles were when they got 
their very own blanket to cozy 
up with on these “cold” nights!

Each blanket has it’s own individ-
ual, unique design so that no two 
blankets are completely alike. A lot 
of care, time and LOVE went into 
each blanket that is distributed to 
the kids.

Thanks to Agape Flights for as-
sisting with the transportation 
of these blankets into Haiti!”

- The Rasmussen Family
Through God’s Love Ministries

 Les Cayes, Haiti

THANK YOU FOR 
HELPING TO 
DELIVER SMILES

 “We are so grateful for the little outfit 
you sent our precious little Abigail!... 
One day she will understand how you 
all pour into us to serve the Lord 
here on Hispaniola. Until then cute little 
photos will have to suffice.”   
-The Martinez Family, G.O. Ministries
Santiago, Dominican Republic

Churches Feature Mission work during 
VBS “Game On!”
Agape is incredibly thankful and 
blessed by the 131 churches who 
help propel the Agape Flights’ 
mission.  This summer, two 
supporting churches featured 
Agape Flights and the missionaries 
we serve through the Vacation Bible 
School theme, “Game On!” 

First Baptist Church of Canton, Ohio decided 
to embrace the sports theme and feature 
missionary to the Dominican Republic, Ina 
York, and her work through the Cercadillo 
Project.  Through the generosity of the VBS 
kids and a matching donation, $1,200 was 
raised to purchase and send 80 pounds of 
sports equipment to kids in the program.

North River Church of Parrish, Florida also asked how they could help Agape  
Flights and the missionaries we serve through VBS.  The answer?  Kids 
chewable multi-vitamins.  VBS kids were introduced to the work of Agape 
Flights through pictures, videos, and stories and made it their mission to 
collect 153 bottles of vitamins for Agape missionaries to distribute.  There 
was such an overwhelming response of need for these vitamins from 
missionaries that we decided to have Tuesday’s “box crew” volunteers draw 
from a lottery. The vitamins were split up among 5 different missions.

Thank you church families for sharing the Agape story and inspiring 
generosity.  You are a blessing to partner with.  

If you are interested in ways your church or organization can partner with 
Agape Flights, or would like to schedule a speaker, please contact Agape’s 
Church and Community Relations Coordinator, CarolAnne Dube by email at 
ChurchandCommunity@agapeflights.com or by phone at 941.488.0990.  

Because of you, hope arrives from the skies, onto the runways, and far 
beyond… Because missionaries are committed to God’s work, lives and 
communities continue to be transformed. 

Thank you for choosing to invest in the future of Agape Flights so that we can 
fly for Jesus and seek to glorify God in all that we do. Did you know that your 
gifts literally fuel this ministry, help care for 350+ missionary partners, and 
deliver hope to millions?!  No matter the amount of the gift, we thank God for 
you the giver, your prayers, and Kingdom investment.  

As a board and staff, one of the things we have always hoped for is a future 
that includes flight sponsors for all 60 flights in a year.  That is a BIG hope! But 
we serve a BIG God and sense that He is spurring us forward to that brighter 
future.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised 
is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds – Hebrews 10:23, 24

Can you only imagine how much more love and many good deeds we could 
provide if every weekly mission flight had a dedicated financial sponsor?!   

Flight sponsorship opportunities begin at $5,000 and are funded on a 
year-by-year or special gift basis.  Mission Flight Partners may choose to 
underwrite a flight in recognition of a special person or occasion.  Partners are 
also encouraged to meet and pray with the pilots of their sponsored flight.  
Upon completion of the mission flight, Partners are provided with photos from 
the flight.  Mission Flight Partners may also request a “preference to” one of the 
Caribbean locations regularly served by Agape.

Please pray with us.  We are asking God to bless us with churches, 
businesses, organizations, and individuals who might be willing to join 
Agape as a Mission Flight Program Partner.  Mission Flight Sponsors are 
needed to help underwrite expenses associated with one or more mission 
flights annually.  For the current fiscal year that began on October 1, we 
anticipate 6 sponsored flights. Now if that number only included a zero after it! 

If you, or someone you know would like more information about becoming 
an Agape Mission Flight Program Partner, please contact, Carole Leman, 
Director of Development at 941.488.0990 or carole.leman@agapeflights.com.

Be strong and take courage, all you who hope in the Lord. - Psalm 31:24

Agape’s annual Mission 
Flight Program* expense 

is more than $350,000.
The Mission Flight Program 
supports 60 regular mission 
flights per year with costs directly 
associated with the aircraft.  
*Examples of Mission Flight 
Program expenses:

•	 $5,000 for fuel and landing 
fees related to one round-
trip mission flight to Haiti, 
Dominican Republic and the 
Bahamas.

•	 $25,610 per year for aircraft 
insurance.

•	 $34,900 per year for 
required for progressive 
maintenance, parts, and 
consumables related to 
aircraft inspections and 
other mandatory items.

Help Deliver Hope...
Ways to give financially:
Mail (use the enclosed envelope)  

Phone 941-488-0990   Online at www.agapeflights.com

For gifts of stock, annuities, IRA, beneficiary of an insurance policy or your will:
Ministry Name: Agape Flights,Inc. EIN # 59-2057436

To make a gift to assist with ongoing needs, please specify General Fund (where funds 
are needed most) or Aircraft Fund. 

We love to thank you...
If you see Agape’s phone number on 

your caller i.d. – we are calling to thank 
you or see how you are doing. 

We are not calling to ask for a gift. 

www.agapeflights.com/donate
www.agapeflights.com
mailto:carole.leman@agapeflights.com
mailto:chuchandcommunity@agapeflights.com
https://throughgodslove.com/
https://gomin.org/
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Connect With Us: 

www.agapeflights.com

Event sponsorship is a great way to support the Agape mission 
and promote your business.  Pie in the Sky event sponsorship 
information is available on the Agape Flights website, 
www.agapeflights.com or by contacting Carole Leman at 
941.488.0990 or Carole.Leman@agapeflights.com.
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